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T OFTEN takes four years for an advertiser to win 

national public interest and support for a superior 

product. But in four or five minutes you could glance 

through the advertisements in this paper, and very 

likely see something that you wish you had known 
r about long ago. s 




















I Shall Search 


By Ruby Weyburn Tobias 


WHEN all of the wise and the prudent have said 
what they have to say, . 

And out of the law and the prophets have taken the 
thunders away, a? 

And out of the Book of Beginnings have taken the 
wonders away, — . . 

i shall search for a new religion, with a pillar of fire 
by night, 

And a Red Sea cleft through the middle, and an ark, 
and a white dove’s flight. 


1 shall find me a Garden of Eden, with a serpent 
scorning the sod, 

And a girl wide - eyed with wonder, and a man in the 
image of God; d 

And the flaming sword of an angel, and the flaming 
word of God! , 

i shall “eer for a new religion that can overthrow proud 


With a manna white as the hoar - frost, and.a Jonah 
saved by awhale. — 


When the grand old tale of creation is told in the form 

+ of germs, 

And-the evening and the morning look forth on the 
trail of worms, 

And the burning words of the prophets are reduced to 
their lowest terms — 

] shail need a new religion, all fire and mystery, 

Too big for a brain like mine to hold, or the eyes of 
the wise to see. 


When the mists of doubt shall settle round the steps 
of the Nazarene; 

When the little lost lamb shall cry in vain, and the 
pitiful Magdalene, 

And out of the old, old story shall vanish John three 
sixteen, — 

I shall look for another Saviour; and.to whom shall I 
go, — to whom? , 

Who can show me another Calvary, 
empty tomb? 


and another 


But what if from babes and sucklings is rendered the 
final word 

To the wise of earth, and the subtle, who ceason-away 
my Lord? 

What if the blood of the martyrs cries out to a risen 
Lord? 


Ah. then I will search the Scriptures! On my knees I 
will search and see 

How the glorious Light of the ages is the Light of life 
for me! 


Rescue! 


Those who can help themselves do not need to be 
rescued. But how many of us when face to face 
with Satan can help ourselves? In the prayer that the 
Lord gave his disciples he told of vital things to pray 
for, and one of those needs is-expressed in the petition, 
“Deliver us from evil.” The Greek intimates that the 
meaning is “the evil one,” as the Revised Version gives 
it. The late Bishop Moule explained the intense and 
desperate meaning of this petition, in a comment quoted 
in-the Keswick Calendar: “This prayer is the child’s 
cry for rescue, in presence of a terrible danger and 
enemy, which anustoverwhelm him if the Father is 
absent arid’ leaves him alone. ‘Deliver’. is literally 
‘rescue,’ an urgent, intense word, betokening intensity 
of need. . . . It is a cry for one who not only dreads 
‘the evil,’ but has felt, or feels, its grasp, and cries for 
help if need be from even the hand of the enemy. Let 
us bless our Father’s name that he is ‘stronger than 
the strong man armed,’ and can indeed rescue his 
captives.” The One who gave us this prayer knew 
how its answer was to be made possible. Looking 
forward to his own death on the cross, he knew the 
time was coming when it could be said of him, “Hav- 
ing spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew 
of them openly, triumphing over them in it” (Col. 2: 
19). Facing Satan alone, we have everything to fear. 
Abiding in Christ, we have nothing to fear even from 
that most terrible of all adversaries. So our prayer 
for rescue may be a psalm of thanksgiving. 


=< 
If We Love Christ 


Devotion to Christ requires devotion to all that 
he loves. But there are many today who would turn 
us away from the things that Christ asks us to love, 
as they urge that we love him. It is a popular and 
subtle argument of Modernism, that of offering these 
false alternatives. Thus a well-known preacher re- 
cently said: “Religion consists not in devotion to a 
book, not in devotion to a church, not in devotion to 
a creed, -but.in devotion to a Person, the living Christ.” 
This sounds very plausible, and it may be convincing 
to those who do not think it through. It is danger- 
ously false. For we cannot be devoted to Christ 
unless we are ready to take him as our Lord; and 
we cannot have him as Lord unless we are ready to 


obey his commands as to our other devotions. He 
was and is devoted to a book, devoted to a church, 
devoted to a creed. That Book is the Word of God, 
which reveals the will of God; and Christ said: 
“Lo, I come (in the volume of the book it is written 
of me,) to do thy will, O God” (Heb. 10:7). Christ 
“also loved the church, and gave himself for it” (Eph. 
5:25). The “creed” is that which God asks us: to 
believe about himself, his Word, his Son, his Gospel. 
It is “the: faith which was once delivered unto the 
saints” (Jude 3), for which we are exhorted to con- 
tend earnestly. “The servant is not greater than his 
lord,” and we cannot be “devoted to a Person, the 
living Christ,” unless. we follow him as the true saints 
of God have always done. When we are devoted 
to the Book that tells us of Christ, we exclaim, “How 
sweet are thy words unto my taste! yea, sweeter than 
honey to my mouth” (Psa. 119: 103). We love the 
church for which Christ died, and we are devoted to 
all that God asks us to believe, for our Lord is pray- 
ing for us, as he did for Peter, that our faith fail 
not. May we not be deceived by any argument that 
would turn us away from his will under the false 
plea of greater devotion to himself. 


Presuming on God’s Grace 


God offers us his grace to keep us from sinning. 
And we do just the opposite with it,— we count on 
God’s grace as we go on sinning. The Holy Spirit 
forewarned of this as he inspired Paul to write: 
“Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? 
God forbid” (Rom. 6:1,:2). A Christian writer of 
the present day has said, with unsparing insight: 
“There is an appalling amount of sinning on the part 
of people who expect God to forgive them. And the 
terrible thing about it is that the love of God is there, 
just as free as we thankless, heedless human beings 
assume that it is. He will still be there waiting for 
us when we come back. We can do just two things 
with that kind of love. We can go on abusing it, or 
we can fall back abashed before it, and be forever 
prostrate in abject gratitude.” “My little children,” 
writes the inspired apostle of love, “these things write 
I unto you, that ye sin not” (1 John 2:1). The same 
Saviour, the same Gospel, that frees us from the death- 
penalty of our sins frees us from the present bondage 
of our sins. Dare we accept one without the other? 


Be Still and Know 


By An Unknown Christian 


are greatly desirous of ‘knowing Christ more- 


Tee of us who KNow whom we have believed 


fully, more intimately. We still cry out, like 
Paul, “That I may KNow him, and the power oi his 
resurrection.” 

We naturally expect the Scriptures to show us how 
to grow in this knowledge. Nor are we disappointed. 
One verse of Scripture must have flashed across our 
minds again and again as we have pondered over this 
vital question. It is found in Psalm 46:10: “Be still, 
and KNow that I am God.” 

We must be still. That is the secret of the Psalmist. 
A marginal reading says: “Let be! and know that 
I am God.” 

Now. we should never have thought of this. We 
want to be “up and doing.” We want to read some 
book on the subject, or listen to a helpful address; 
or get a quiet talk over the matter with a consecrated 





Those who have followed this series on “Knowing God,” 
by the “Unknown Christian” of England whose books have 
brought great blessing to many, will welcome the announce- 
ment that the present series is to be published in book 
form by the Fleming H. Revell Company, 158 Fifth Ave- 
nue, New York City,-at $1.25 postpaid; it may be ordered 
from the publishers or from the Times Book Service, con- 
ducted by H, Trumbull Howard, 401 West Durham Road, 
Philadelphia. The book will include all the articles pub- 
lished in The Sunday School Times (of which the present 
one is the sixth) and several yet to be published here, with 
additional matérial. 


friend. Such helps are indeed valuable. Yet God 
says, “BE STILL, and know.” 

Get alone with God. Kneel down before him and 
be still. Contemplate God. Meditate upon God. For 
the time being restrain the desire even to pray either 
for yourself, or your friends, or your work. We must 
commune with God if we are to know him. 

When we lie prostrate before God in adoration, and 
say, “Holy, holy, holy, Heaven and earth are full of 
thy glory!”; when we ponder over, and marvel. at, 
“his great love wherewith he loved us, even when we 
were dead in sins,” and meditate upon the riches of his 
mercy (Eph. 2: 4, 5); and the “riches of his goodness” 
(Rom. 2:4); and “his riches in glory by Christ 
Jesus” (Phil. 4: 19),—then we shall enter into all 
the “riches of the full assurance of understanding” so 
as to “KkNow the mystery of God, even Christ, in 
whom are all the treasures of wisdom and KNOWLEDGE 
hidden” (Col. 2:2, 3). Then we shall indeed “be 
strengthened with power through his Spirit in the 
inward man; that Christ may dwell in your hearts 
through faith; to the end that [we] ... may be 
strong to apprehend with-all the saints what is the 
breadth and length and height and depth, and to know 
the ec) of Christ which passeth knowledge” (Eph. 
3: 16-19). 

Have we ever been still in adoration, contemplation, 
meditation? This is necessary if we are to know God 
better. “We all, ... beholding as in a glass the glory 
of the Lord, are changed into the same image from 
















































































142 * 


glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord” (2 
Cor, 33 15). - ‘ 

“Be still’—be thinking of him, looking into his 
face and recollecting all he is and all he does for us. 
Just dwell upon his love, and power, and wisdom, and 
lovingkindness, and glory. 

“Be still.” “Consider Jesus’—twice over the 
writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews bids us do this 
(Heb. 3:1; 12:3). Andrew Murray has reminded us 
that the word “consider” comes from the root of the 
Latin word for star, and originally meant contemplat- 
ing the stars. “It suggests the idea of the astronomer, 
and the quiet, patient, persevering, concentrated gaze 
with which he seeks to discover all that can possibly 
be known of the stars which are the object of his 
study.” So, says the writer to the Hebrews, Gaze 
upon the Lord Jesus, contemplate him, for are we not 
“partakers of the heavenly calling’? He is “the 
bright and morning star.” Let us then shut out all 
other lights —all “lights” of the world, and consider 
him who said, “I am the light of the world.” 

“That I might know him!” Then I shall never 
distrust him, never doubt that he knows what is best 
for me. If I truly KNow him all sin will be distaste- 
ful to me and will be renounced. If I truly KNow 
aig: all doubtful things will be seen to be dishonoring 
to him. 

Do we know “the love of God” —that wondrous, 
infinite love for all mankind? Do we realize that in 
his love for us he longs to show us “the exceeding 
riches of his grace in his kindness toward us” (Eph. 
2:7): so that we may “preach ... the unsearchable 
riches of Christ”? (Eph. 3:8.) 

“Be still,” then. Saul of Tarsus did not KNow 
God while studying theology at the feet of Gamaliel. 
He did not KNow God when he thought he was doing 
God service by persecuting the churches. But that 
KNOWLEDGE came suddenly upon him when he lay 
“still” before his Lord on the Damascus road, and 
waited to know God’s plan for him. 

Let us remember that God can and does speak to 





When God Forgives Sin 


Does forgiveness of .sin imply that the sinner es- 
capes all punishment for his sin? Is this equally 
true where the sinner violates the rules of health 
(sins against his own body) or breaks a natural law? 
—A Wisconsin reader. 

God never punishes a sinner who turns to him in 
confession of sin and trusts him for full forgiveness. 
Whether the one thus turning to God has hitherto 
been unsaved, and comes for the first time for for- 
giveness and salvation, or whethey, having been saved, 
he comes for forgiveness of somie sin committed after 
salvation, the result is always the same: God accepts 
him in love and mercy and grace, never in judgment; 
God forgives his sins for Christ’s sake; there is no 
punishment from God thereafter for that sin. “If we 
confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive 
us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteous- 
ness” (1 John 1:9). “For if we would judge our- 
selves, we should not be judged. But when we are 
judged, we are chastened of the Lord, that we should 
not be condemned with the world” (1 Cor. 11: 31, 32). 
“In whom [Christ] we have redemption through his 
blood, the forgiveness of sins” (Eph. 1:7). 

We must remember what God’s forgiveness of sins 
means. It is necessarily different from men’s forgive- 
ness of one another. The Scofield Reference Bible 
has a valuable note, explaining this, on Matthew 26: 
28, where the Lord Jesus says in instituting his Sup- 
per: “This is my blood of the new testament, which 
is shed for many for the remission of sins.” Dr. 
Scofield writes: “The Greek work translated ‘remis- 
sion’ in Matthew 26:28; Acts 10:43; Hebrews 9: 22, 
is elsewhere rendered ‘forgiveness.’ It means, to send 
off, or away. And this, throughout Scripture, is the 
one fundamental meaning of forgiveness —to separate 
the sin from the sinner. Distinction must be made 
between divine and human forgiveness: (1) Human 
forgiveness ineans the remission of penalty. In the 
Old Testament and in the New, in type and fulfillment, 
the divine forgiveness follows the execution of the 
penalty.” 

In other words the penalty, or punishment, of our 
sins has been administered to, and received by, the 
Son of God as the sinner’s Substitute. There can be 
no further punishment from God for those who accept 
this great sacrifice of Christ in their behalf. The pun- 
ishment has been given; if they accept their freedom 
from it, they are free indeed. 

But certain consequences of former sin, or even of 
later sin in the life of a saved child of God, which 
are entirely different from punishment, may be un- 
avoidable. If a man loses an arm or a leg by some 
accident brought on through his drunkenness, for ex- 
ample, he can: be wholly forgiven for that sin of drunk- 
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us if only we are still enough to listen. Thirty years 
ago at a fashionable church I asked for the hymn, 
Lord, speak to me, that I may speak 
In living echoes of Thy tone. 

“Fancy asking intelligent people to sing words like 
that!” retorted the organist indignantly. . But in these 
days of wireless wonders even the most skeptical man 
can hardly doubt God’s ability to speak to man—to 
a man who is “listening in.” ‘Speak, Lord; for thy 
servant heareth.” 

The Holy Spirit speaking through the prophet 
Isaiah said: “They that wait upon the Lord shall 
renew their strength” (Isa. 40:31). The word “re- 
new” means here not “to repair’ or even “to make 
new again,” but to change. We accept God’s strength 
in the place of our weakness. We become “strong in 
the Lord, and in the power of his might.” Is it not 
this that Paul meant when-he said, “When I am 
weak, then am I strong’? “Most “gladly therefore 
will I... glory in my weaknesses, that the power of 
Christ may rest upon me” (2 Cor. 12:10, 9). 

Can we be still before God? Not even attempting 
to know him better, —for all knowledge is by revela- 
tion, — but just waiting for him to speak? The 
Psalmist says, “Commune with your own heart upon 
your bed, and be still” (Psa. 4:4). An excellent 
counsel, this, for the night watches when sleep leaves 
our eyelids. But an excellent counsel, also, when 
upon our knees before God. 

Let us cultivate the habit of being still before God. 
In such times of stillness do not ask God for anything. 
You are his child. What would you. think of a child 
who never spoke to his father except to ask for some- 
thing? The friend whose company we never valued 
or sought except when we wanted something from 
him would soon cease to be our friend. The Psalmist 
again teaches us on this matter. He suggests that be- 


fore we “enquire” in God’s temple, we should pause 

“to behold the beauty of the Lord” (Psa. 27: 4). 
And these times of stillness before God will make 

themselves felt in all our intercourse with others. 





enness if he brings it to God in confession and faith; 
but God’s forgiveness does not restore the arm or leg 
—in this life. In the resurrection body it will be 
restored, for then all consequences of sin will be done 
away. But in this life, even if a man’s body has been 
permanently crippled by sin, and this consequence (not 
punishment) has to be carried through life, it is 
gloriously possible for that man, accepting God’s full 
forgiveness and cleansed by the blood of Christ, to 
have such full and unbroken fellowship with God 
that he knows continually “the peace of God, which 
passeth all understanding,” and rejoices “with joy 
unspeakable and full of glory.” 

To sum up: there is never any punishment from 
God for anyone who accepts God’s forgiveness by 
faith in Christ. God may chastise a sinning child in 
order to turn him from his sin and bring him back 
to God; but this is not punishment. There may, or 
there may not, be certain consequences of past sin in 


the life of a child of God; that is to be left entirely . 


in God’s hands, and even any such consequences can- 
not prevent the fullness os the Holy Spirit in one’s 
life or hinder one’s fullest fellowship with God. 


at 
Where is Paradise? 


‘Where in your opinion is Paradise, to which the 
souls of the redeemed go when leaving this mortal 
life? To some planet, or in ethereal space?—A New 
York State reader. 


Paradise is where God’s throne is, and where Christ - 


is. This is not a matter of opinion, but is declared in 
the Scriptures. 

Thus Paul, in writing to the Philippians as to 
whether he was io go on living on earth, or die, says: 
“Yet what I shall choose I wot not. For I am ina 
strait betwixt two, having a desire to depart, and to 
be with Christ; which is far better” (Phil. 1:22, 23). 
This establishes the fact that the believer at death 
goes to be with Christ. 

That Christ is “on the right hand of the throne of 
the Majesty in the heavens” is stated in such passages 
as Hebrews 8:1; 12:2; Ephesians 1:20; Colossians 


ey; 

That God’s throne is in Heaven is seen from such 
passages as Acts 7: 55, in which we read that Stephen, 
about to die, “looked up stedfastly into heaven, and 
saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing on the 
right hand of God.” 

Just where Tieaven is the Scriptures do not tell us, 
except that they intimate that it is far beyond those 
portions of space known to man. Paul speaks of be- 
ing “caught up to the third heaven . . . caught up into 
paradise” (2 Cor. 12:2, 4). The Scriptures thus 
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recognize “first, the lower heavens, or the region of 
the clouds; secondly, the second or planetary: heavens} 
and thirdly, the heaven of heavens, the abode of God.! 
But there is reason for believing that Heaven is at & 
distant point’far beyond the northern parts of our 
heavens, in view of such Scripture as Isaiah 14: 19, 
14, where Lucifer before his fall said: “I will ascend 
into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of 
God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congrega+ 
tion, in the sides of the north. I will ascend above 
the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most 
High.” And it is a striking fact, as astronomers 
know, that there is an open space-in the north of the 
heavens, where there are no stars to be seen, 


Pat 
Why Did the Lord Make Wine? 


Last summer while traveling I became engaged ist 
conversation with a skeptic who challenged my belief 
in the Bible as the inspired Word of God. The Lord 
blessed me in defending my faith, which was only 
confirmed and made more sweet from the attack. But 
I have wondered how I might more perfectly answer 
his arguments, which included a question I would 
like you to answer in Notes on Opens Letters: 

How do you account for the fact that Jesus made 
wine at a wedding ?—An Iilinois reader. 


Why should we account for it? Are there not 

many things that God has done and continues to do, 
and many things the Lord Jesus Christ did while on 
earth, for which it is obviously impossible for our 
little human minds and understanding to account? 
When any acts of the Father or of the Son seem to 
us unaccountable, is it not possible that if we had all 
the knowledge and wisdom they have, we might un- 
derstand that they had done exactly the best thing? 
“ShaH not the Judge of all the earth do right?” A 
gruff old army officer who was a Civil War comrade 
of the former Editor of The Sunday School Times 
and was a firm and simple-hearted believer, used to 
say to Chaplain Trumbull: “Understand God? Of 
course I don’t understand God. I could not trust a 
God whom I could understand.” 
— So let us accept the fact, to begin with, that it is 
not necessary to account for Christ’s miracle at the 
wedding of Cana in Galilee. The record of the Word 
of God is plain enough: the Lord was there at a 
marriage, the supply of wine was exhausted, at the 
Lord’s command ‘six large waterpots of stone were 
filled with water, and this was miraculously changed 
into wine,—better wine than that which had been 
served at the beginning of the feast. Later, when 
Cana of Galilee is mentioned, we are told that it was 
the place “where he [Jesus] made the water wine” 
(John 4: 46Y. a . 

One reason why Jesus worked this miracle was to 
manifest his glory. This is not men’s opinion about 
it, but God’s Word: “This beginning of miracles 
did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, and manifested forth his 
glory; and his disciples believed on him” (John 2: 11). 
So we may “account for the fact that Jesus made 
wine at a wedding” by recognizing that it was done 
in order to show forth his glory, which was important 
at the beginning of his ministry, and which created or 
strengthened his disciples’ faith in him. 

If we still want to look for other reasons for this 
miracle, reverent Bible study suggests plenty, as anyone 
taking a concordance and running through the many 
passages about wine in the Bible will see. Wine in the 
Scriptures has its proper and God-directed use. That 
great character_of Genesis, both king and priest, who 
was a type of Christ,-used wine in religious ceremony 
when Abram had defeated certain kings and had res- 
cued his nephew Lot. “And Melchizedek king of 
Salem brought forth bread and wine: and he was the 
priest of the most high God. And he blessed him, and 
said, Blessed be Abram of the most high God, posses- 
sor of heaven and earth: and blessed be the most high 
God, which hath delivered thine enemies into thy 
hand” (Gen. 14: 18-20). The law of God concerning 
the continual burnt-offering for the tabernacle coms 
manded, with the lambs that were offered in the morn- 
ing and in the evening, “the fourth part of an hin 
of wine for a drink-offering” (Exod. 29: 40). Wine 
is likened in the Scriptures to salvation, as when 
Isaiah speaks the gracious invitation from God: “Ho, 
every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and 
he that hath ho money; come ye, buy, and eat; yea, 
come, buy wine and milk without money and without 
price” (Isa. 55:1). 

That our Lord, therefore, should have worked a 
miracle by which water was changed into this drink 
that had its righteous and holy uses under God’s 
direction, and that symbolized salvation, should not 
cause surprise. It is equally true that the Scriptures 
repeatedly warn against the wrong use of wine, and 
against drunkenness. Furthermore the Scriptures give 
the Christian the privilege of total abstinence from 
the use of wine, in such passages as RomariS 14: 21: 
“It is good neither to eat flesh, nor to drink wine, nor 
any thing whereby thy brother stumbleth, or is of- 
fended, or is made weak”; and in 1 Corinthians to: 
31: “Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatso- 
ever ye do, do all to the glory of God.” 
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And find we are not orphans lost in space 


Investigate the Personality and Love of God 
By a Christian Lawyer 
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MONG the speculative things my young lawyer 
A friend and I- considered as a result of a remark 

that there is not a thing a Christian is called 
on to believe which is not more reasonable and easy 
so ‘believe than to disbelieve were, for instance, the 
existence of a rational first cause, the personality of 
God, and the love of God. — ‘ 

A study of Flint’s “Theism” and Paley’s “Natural 
Theology” saturated his mind, like mine, with a con- 
viction that the existence of that wonderful camera 
the eye, the wonderful harp in the ear, with its con- 
aected spirit level with which to secure perpendicular- 
ity in two planes, the check valves in the veins, the 
elastic band balancing a lion’s heavy head, the mental 
and physical adaption of man to woman and woman 
to man, — “like bow to arrow” as Paley says, — proved 
that back of the universe was a wonderful designer and 
artificer who secured mechanical. results in a work- 
manlike way which gave us a humble sense of finite 
kinship as we studied the physical problems solved. - 

I am irresistibly tempted at this point to quote one 
paragraph from Paley’s “Natural Theology,” and I 
copy the very first paragraph on which my eye hap- 
pened to fall when I opened the book for the purpose. 
On page 47 we read: 


“In order to keep the eye moist and clean (which 
qualities are necessary to its brightness and its use), 
a wash is constantly supplied by a secretion for the 
purpose; and the superfluous brine is conveyed to 
the nose through a perforation in the bone as large 
as a goose-quill; or, more properly speaking, along 
two capillary tubes, one from either eyelid, which 
enter a duct, lodged in a canal passing through the 
bone. When once the fluid has entered the nose, it 
spreads itself upon the inside of the nostril, and is 
evaporated by thé current of warm air which, in the 
course of respiration, is continually passing over it. 
Can any pipe or outlet for carrying off the waste 
liquor from a dye-house or a distillery be more 
mechanical than this is? It is easily perceived that 
the eye must want moisture; but could the want 
of the eye generate the gland which produces the 
tear, or bore the hole by which it is discharged — 
a hole through a bone?” 


Let the atheist or the evolutionist tell us who bored 
the hole in that bone and laid a water pipe through 
it! And let the biology professor smile at Paley if 
he can. 


What an Indifferent God Would Do 


The personality of God seemed to my friend more 
reasonable to believe than to disbelieve, even aside 
from revelation, as we considered, among other things, 
a short syllogistic argument, 

Man is an effect. Every cause must have in itself 
in some form all that is found in the effect, else some- 
thing would come from nothing, and ex nihilo nihil fit 
(“from nothing, nothing is made”). Man finds in 
himself intellect, feeling, and will —the three elements 
and earmarks of personality; therefore God, our 
source and first cause, must have at least these quali- 
ties, in however greatly magnified and infinite form; 
and so God, thinking, feeling, willing, is a person, 
and we are not orphans lost in space. 

But does this Person love us? If he hated us and 
desired our suffering he could give us infinitely more 
pain than we do suffer. He could force us to eat, 
as the drug addict is forced to the use of his drug, 
by the pain of abstention instead of by the pleasing 
urge of healthy hunger. All physical functions could 
be forced by pain instead of invited by pleasure. If 
God were indifferent, why the variety of fruit flavors 
for the palate, the invariably harmonizing riot of 
colors in flower and sunset, the tang of salt air and 
power to vibrate in joy to these things, why the sub- 
tle joys and utter sense of well-being that a believer 
in Christ often experiences which he cannot even name 
or describe? If God loves his creatures all is ex- 
plained, except death, pain, and sorrow, and these 
things would indeed present, as they do present to all 
but believers, an insoluble problem. But the Bible’s 
explanation is as clear as crystal. “Death [came] by 
sin,” and the glorious end is as succinctly put as the 
explanation, “And God shall wipe away all tears from 
their eyes.” 

But my friend proposed the age-long question as 
to the first source of evil in a universe in which the 
first cause is an utterly good, holy and loving God, 
and the answer that satisfied him was that without 
free will God would have only the society of automata, 
with whom he could no more have fellowship than a 
shipwrecked mariner ona desert island could find 
companionship. in a mechanical.man he -might’ con- 


Last week the Christian Lawyer told how, as a 
young man who had recently found the joy of 
faith and fellowship with the Lord, he laid before 
another young lawyer his reasons for believing, 
and together they studied the strongest arguments 
they could find against belief and set over against 
these the reasons for belief. 


Have you ever realized, as they did, that ‘‘ there 
is not a thing a Christian is called on to believe 
which is not more reasonable and easy to believe 
than to disbelieve” ? 


They did not balk at the severest challenges 
to their faith, or at the most rationalistic questions. 
Thus they studied the existence of a rational first 
cause, the personality of God, and the love of God. 
Their methods of reasoning, and the conclusions 
they reached, are given in this seventh article in 
the series, which will continue for several weeks. 


That brains are not limited to unbelievers seems 
quite apparent as one reads, week after week, 
e p isingly intellectual studies of this 
Christian Lawyer. Note the following beautiful 
argument he quotes from old Thomas Chalmers: 


“He used the microscope as the antidote to the 
doubt based on the telescope. If the latter showed 
the infinite extent of God’s creation, the former 
showed such exquisite skill and workmanship on 
almost invisible insects as to prove his infinite 
care for and attention to detail, and showed that 
‘the God of the infinite was also the God of the 
infinitesimal’; that He who-<placed Neptune’s 
rings put gem-like colors on a bug’s wing and 
heard a faithful servant’s petition for a suitable 
hat to wear at a missionary gathering.” 











struct ingeniously enough to walk and talk. Now a 
necessary corollary of free will or agency is the power 
to disobey as well as obey, so that it is the act of a 
perfectly free agent abusing a divine and good gift 
that first introduced rebellion and sin against the all 
pervading law regulating the universe, and that neces- 
sarily produced suffering among the sensitive crea- 
tures affected by such disorder. But, foreknowing the 
rebellion of Satan, why did God create the universe 
at all, or Satan at all? The answer which seemed 
to satisfy us then, even aside from the proper child- 
like abandonment of all such questions to our God, 
was that just as a high and heroic character resulting 
from adversity and endured hardship is by the con- 
sensus of all men ample compensation for all that 
must be endured to produce it, so the enrichment of 
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eternity by the existence of the glorified beings who 
“through much tribulation enter into the kingdom. of 
God” will a thousandfold compensate for the travail 
of man and God that was involved. 

A line of argument then considered and often pre- 
sented to me as proving the Christian revelation im- 
possibly improbable—and one that used to test my 
own faith—is expressed by David when he says: 
“When I consider thy heavens, the work of thy fin- 
gers, the moon and the stars, which thou hast or- 
dained; what is man, that thou art mindful of him? 
and the son of man, that theu visitest him?” The 
agnostic generally expresses the idea by comparing 
mankind to mites burrowing in a cheese or animalcule 
spawned in a swamp, and sneers at the idea that the 
first cause, even if it were a conscious, rational cause, 
would give a thought, much less a Son, to such a speck 
of star dust as the earth, to say nothing of the atoms 
of human life on this speck. 

The great Scotch preacher Thomas Chalmers dealt 
with this subject in his “Astronomical Discourses,” at 
a time when the then recently improved telescope 
opened up some of the infinite vistas through the 
stellar universe. ‘He used the microscope as the anti- 
dote to the doubt based on the telescope. If the latter 
showed the infinite extent of God’s creation, the for- 
mer showed such exquisite skill and workmanship on 
almost invisible insects as to prove his infinite care 
for and attention to detail, and showed that “the God 
of the infinite was also the God of the infinitesimal” ; 
that He who placed Neptune’s rings put gem-like 
colors on a bug’s wing and heard a faithful servant’s 
petition for a suitable hat to wear at a missionary 
gathering (see Mrs. Jonathan Goforth’s “How I Know 
God Answers Prayer”). 

I have often reasoned with an unbelieving friend 
by asking if his argument was not in short as follows: 
Man is so small, he lives so short a time, and any 
person is lost in such a host of other human beings, 
that it is unthinkable that God can care for or regard 
him as an individual. 


If Men Were Six Hundred Feet High 


This being the substance of the argument, I have 
suggested: Suppose a man, instead of being only six 
feet high were six hundred feet high; suppose instead 
of living seventy years he lived seven thousand; and 
suppose instead of being only one of a billion men. the 
human race consisted of only a few dozen. Would 
the increase of physical bulk a hundred or a thousand- 
fold increase his spiritual value or even his material 
size or importance in a physical universe of infinite 
extent? Six feet is to infinity the same as six thou- 
sand feet. Such a change would merely result in 
dwarfing the relative size of man’s habitat, unless it 
were increased in proportion, in which case we should 
be just where we were before. If his span of life 
were measured in centuries instead of months, how 
would this increase the time-importance of his life as 
compared to the eternity with which we have to 
do? And, lastly, what father having ten children and 
finding that his love for each of the ten is as great as 
that he had for his first and only son can rationally 
question the ability of the infinite Father to love each 
of his millions of children as much as if he had only 
a dozen? 

“My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are 
your ways my ways, saith the Lord. For as the 
heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways 
higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your 
thoughts.” More than once it has been admitted that 
an argument based on such matters as are mentioned 
above rests on the very anthropomorphism which in- 
fidels affect to despise in Christians, and that, what- 
ever a man’s unintelligent feelings might be, there is 
no logical basis for disputing the comforting word of 
Scripture: “Even the very hairs of your head are all 
numbered,” and “[a sparrow] shall not fall on the 
ground without your Father.” 

Finally, after volumes had been considered, my 
friend came to the point of saying: “. .. we have 
found the answer to every single objection that Inger- 
soll, Tom Paine, and Voltaire have raised to a belief 
in the Bible. 
the arguments for it. I believe it is true. 
a man do to get saved?” 

I told him to go to his knees that night and ask 
God to save him for Christ’s sake; to confess all the 
sins he could remember as a help to realizing. how 
badly he needed a Saviour, and to keep on asking ‘until 
God answered. God answered his first call. 

The very next morning he came into my room as 
soon as I got to the office and said with a face that 

(Concluded on page 146) 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 


By Ernest Gordon . 








OREAN immigrants into Manchuria now num- 
ber a million or more. A continuous stream has 
flowed over inio these wondertully fertile val- 

leys and extensive plains. Korean settlers have con- 
verted what had previously been considered worthless 
swamps into valuable rice fields. In the immigration 
have been many Christians who have organized 
churches and schools, putting up substantial church 
buildings, often before they had built their own homes. 
The Rev. Stanley Soltau of the American Presbyte- 
rian Mission, visiting in one district, found twelve 
churches, one with a congregation of three hundred 
and several others with average congregations of 
ene hundred, all of which had been founded and organ- 
ized by Korean pastors and had never before been 
visited by a foreign missionary. In the Hingking dis- 
trict one hundred miles east of Moukden the financial 
burden of establishing and carrying on the one hundred 
and fifty groups has been borne by Koreans. Here 
the church is supporting nine ordained pastors and 
twenty-eight unordained evangelists, both men and 
women. A third of these evangelists have been sent 
to new districts in the north into which the tide of 
immigration is now turning. 

In the recent Survey of Manchuria published by 
World Dominion, the beautiful story of Korean Chris- 
tian charity is told by Mr. Soltau. 

“During the winters of 1916, 1917, and 1918 when 
great numbers from the southern parts of Korea moved 
into Manchuria because of a severe drought, the 
churches situated’ near the main travel-routes in Man- 
churia took special offerings of grain at the time of 
harvest, which were put away for relief-work among 
the hundreds of poor immigrants. These immigrants 
would often arrive in the most destitute condition in 
midwinter, when the thermometer dropped to twenty 
and thirty degrees below zero, .a severity of cold to 
which they were entirely unaccustomed and for which 
they were absolutely unprepared. The church build- 
ings were thrown open at night as hostels, and often 
as many as from one to two hundred immigrants were 
sheltered and given breakfast. These were instructed 
as to the road to be taken and as to suitable places 
for settling. In this way the hearts ofa great many 
were reached and the bond of Christian love, thus 
manifested in such a practical way, drew many into the 
church.” 


The Gospel of the Kingdom has been witnessed 
to if more parts of the earth than we sometimes real- 
ize. One thinks, for example, of the extensive Nes- 


torian mission which once covered Central Asia, of © 


the former Christian communities in Asia Minor, 
North Africa, Syria, and Romanist Spain. A forgot- 
ten witness of the past has been discovered by Dugald 
Campbell (writing in the Moslem World). This was 
among the Touaregs of the Sahara, called by Moslems 
“the apostates,” probably because they were forced 
to abandon Christianity for their present reluctant 
adherence to Mohammedanism. The use of the cross 
marks their ornamentation. Women wear iron or 
silver crosses suspended from their necks. A large 
cruciform ornament appears on the front of each 
camel saddle. <A cross is at the center of their hard 
leathern shields; sword and dagger are cross-handled. 
Traces of Christian heritage are also to be found in 
various Touareg words: Messinah (“my God”) re- 
calls Messiah; andjelous is the Touareg word for 
angels; tefaski (“feast day”) is a corruption of pasca, 
or passover; Amerkid (“religious merit”) has its 
analogy in the Latin mercedis; and abekkad, in the 
Latin peccatum. The Touareg is an indifferent Mos- 
lem, avoiding the mosques and looked on by the Arabs 
as irreligious. They are rarely polygamous (six 
percent perhaps so), and treat their women with ut- 
most consideration, a trait that differentiates them 
sharply from the conventional Moslem. 

In the past these Touaregs have been murderous 
in their treatment of Europeans, but Mr. Campbell’s 
experience has been only of kindness and hospitality. 
“In every oasis and group of shepherds’ tents I found 
a people ready to sit down and listen to the Gospel 
story.” When he asked the meaning of the cross em- 
blem, so widely used by them, they replied, “We can- 
not give it, O Christian. Can you?” So he related 
the story of the Christiarmancestry of the Berber peo- 
ples to which the Touareg peoples beiong and of 
Cahina the Christian queen who was butchered for 
refusing to deny her Lord. “I explained the meaning 
of the cross as a Christian symbol and told them how 
Jesus Christ was crucified on a cross as a sacrifice for 
sin, and how he rose again, and how through faith 
in his blood all believers receive remission. of sins 
and eternal life. = 
“They looked at each other in open-mouthed amaze- 


‘ 





ment and turning to me remarked, ‘You have brought 
us great news. Now we understand what the cross 
signifies to Christians. You are the first to come here 
to our mountaius and tell us these things, and we be- 
lieve them.’ ” 


A remarkable work of Christian charity is re- 
ported in the Omi Mustard Seed. It is being carried 
on in a town in the immediate neighborhood of the 
Kusatsu Hot Springs, Japan. The lower part of the 
town is a lepér colony, set apart for this purpose by 
the Japanese government. Shops, hotels, and all trades 
are managed and operated. by lepers. All the passers 
on the streets are of the same class. The upper sec- 
tion houses some thousand syphilitic sick who have 
come to the sulphur springs to get help from their 
disgraceful disease. The hopelessness of life in the 
leper quarter led to drinking, gambling, debauchery, 
and suicide. Streets and houses were filthy. No one 
cared. A spirit of fatalism was over all. 

Twelve years ago an English woman of family, Miss 
Cornwall Legh, determined to give her life to the help 
of these hopeless people at Kusatsu. She was then fifty- 
nine years old with sufficient to retire to an old age of 
ease yet she deliberately chose to identify herself with 
the most degenerate and disgusting as well as danger- 
ous community in Japan. Mr. Voreis tells us of some 
results of her work. y . 

Today the lower town, for “all its leprosy, is the 
cleaner of the two sections of Kusatsu, — physically 
and morally. The people ply their trades in order 
and apparent ‘contentment. Where once was de- 
bauchery the sound of Christian hymns is heard from 
both homes and hostelries. The notorious leper vil- 
lage has become a model community. On the hill 
above the village, in on old and not very well repaired 
Japanese house, lives the seventy-oné-year-old English 
lady who is laboring here in the spirit of Christ. 
the foot of the hill is the church, a beautiful native 
structure with a membership of more than half the 
entire community. Adjoining the church on one. side 
is a kindergarten for. tainted children; on the other 
the dispensary, which: treated 54,433 cases in 1927. 

Then there are homes for single lepers, —two for 
women and one very.-large one for men. Also a 





Bibles Sold Like Newspapers 


The Chicago Bible Society has put out a 
hundred metal boxes to receive the payment 
for Scripture portions and the American Bible 
Society is planning to use this method exten= 
sively. ‘This padlocked box is at the end of a 
case containing a stock of Gospels, Testa- 
ments, and Bibles valued at two hundred and 
fifty dollars. In every instance the amount 
of money found in. the depository exceeds 
the value of the books taken. This plan 
follows that used in Chicago for selling news- 
papers. 














smaller home for married couples who come to the 
village from outside, a school for tainted. children and 
a second kindergarten for untainted children of leper 
parents. - 

Some years agu a scholarly professor of philosophy 
returned from study in Europe,: full of honors and 
learning, but with his Christian faith gone. He paid 
a visit to Miss Legh and found her busy with a des- 
perate case. “It was directly from his lips that we 
heard it,” explains Mr..Voreis. “As he saw this for- 


eign lady, who might have been commanding servants . 


in a home of luxury, put her hand under the head of a 
dying leper and speak words of comfort and hope, he 
suddenly ‘caught a glimpse of the very face of Christ 
looking out upon. the leper through the eyes of this 
wonderful woman. And in that moment his own faith 
was reborn and his scholarship consecrated.” 


The Reformation Has Certainly to Be Fought 

er Again in England.—For three hundred years 
the Anglican church has declined to permit reservation 
since reservation implies adoration. At the meeting 
of Anglo-Catholic laymen presided over by Lord 
Shaftesbury, scion of the great evangelical nobleman 
of the last century, the distinct claim for the adoration 
of the host was made again and again, This is the 
position formally taken by more than two thousand 


At . 


priests of the English church: Thirty years ago there 
were some thirty churches which practiced this idol- 
atry ; today nearly seven hundred. 

The archbishop of Canterbury, in commending the 
revised prayer book to Parliament, referred in touch- 
ing terms to his eighty years. Sir William Joynson- 
Hicks in his address in reply retorted with great force, 
“He tells us of his eighty years. Bishop Ridley went 
to the stake in his eightieth year for the Reformed 
Prayer Book.” 


In Ur of the Chaldees.—African chiefs may still 
in the remoter regions of the Dark Continent require 
the killing of wives and attendants at their death. 
Certainly it was but yesterday that the custom pre- 
vailed on a vast scale in Uganda, the West Coast, and 
elsewhere. Through generations poor women have 
been burned alive in Hindustan at their husband’s de- 
mise. Century after century we can go back into the 


. past, ever finding these cruel customs of heathenism 


soaking the soil with blood and making of the earth’s 
atmosphere an atmosphere of horror. “Mr. Woolley’s 
excavations at Ur show earliest mankind tangled in 
the same hateful practices. It was out of this brutal 
society that the Lord called Abraham. “The major- 
ity of the buildings we have’ laid bare,”. writes Mr. 
Woolley, “were extant in the time of Abraham.” 

Mr. Woolley: found in the royal tomb that he. un- 
covered among the funeral victims “six soldiers in 
copper helmets lying at the entrance to the tomb and 
still carrying their spears. Behind them at the foot 
of the incline to the chamber was a wagon drawn by 
three oxen. These had evidently been backed down 
the slope and killed in position, with the grooms at 
their heads. Against the wall of the chamber lay. nine 
bodies of ladies of the court, wearing elaborate head- 
dresses of beads and gold: Other*soldiers, armed with 
copper daggers at their belts, lay along the side wall, 
and more women of a poorer sort were lying at the 
entrance of the, tomb. —Other bodies were crowded 
about in the epen area, In a recess was a paving of 
stone slabs that was: possibly the altar where the vic- 
tims were actually killed before being laid out in 
position.” 

All these were slain to provide royalty with an 
equipage in the next life. Queen Shubad was sim- 
itarly accompanied’ into the realm of shadows. “In 
the appreach to the tomb chamber were men on guard. 
“Here the queen’s chariot was drawn by two asses with 
the grooms at their heads, while bodies of women were 
laid out in rows at the-far end of the chamber, one 
woman at the end playing upon a harp.” 

As to the civilization of the time we get much infor- 
mation from Mr. Woolley:*“The doorway to the tomb 
was arched in brick, -constructed on the true voussoir 
principle. It_is extraordinary to find the arch, the vault, 
and the apsidal form of construction in use by Sumer- 
ian builders. The other craftsmanship was equally 
advanced. The queen’s sledge chariot was beautifully 
decorated with-the heads of lions in gold, the manes 
being worked in lapis lazuli and white shell. A rep- 
resentation of a sistrum was found. “It is most as- 
tonishing to find characteristically Egyptian musical 
instruments in use in Mesopotamia before Egyptian 
civilization began.” Such discoveries make the “criti- 
cal” argument based on the names of Greek musical 
instruments in Daniel seem trivial enough! Mr, 
Woolley says, “What it all means we do not know yet. 
It certainly has parallels which we do not yet under- 
stand;— one with the slate palettes of prehistoric 
Egypt where again we see comic animals playing with 
musical instruments, while the donkey playing the harp 
is reproduced in Chartres cathedral where the con- 
nection is far to seek.” 

Mr. Woolley also found a vase of gold “which most 
people if they saw it would put down to late Greek 
or Roman workmanship”; also a beautiful copper pin, 
with a head in the form of a golden monkey, “which 
is really ome of the masterpieces of ancient Sumerian 
craftsmanship, and a mascot for the queen’s chariot 


cin the form-ef a donkey,-the most astonishing single 


piece of sculpture yet found in southern Mesopotamia.” 


‘What God’s children are suffering in Catholic 
lands should be our constant concern if for no other 
reason than that we might uphold them in prayer. Mr. 
Chester Branch of the Southern Baptist Board at 
Saltillo, Mexico, tells us in Home and Foreign Fields 
of the attack on the Baptist church at Uruapan, less 
than two years ago. It was led by the Catholic priest. 
As it happened there was no one in the church save 
an old woman of about seventy years of age, the pastor 
being away visiting; his flock. “The mob was after 
the pastor, but since he was absent they took this 
old woman who was a faithful member of the Baptist 
church, cut the skin off the soles of her feet, and made 
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her walk down the street. Then they tied a rope 
around her neck and the other end to a horse. After 
jacerating her body they dragged her through the city 
_ until she was dead. At another place in Mexico a 
mob attacked the Baptist church during a service and 
killed about a third of the members. A few months 
ago a Presbyterian evangelist was in the State of 
Guerrero holding a meeting. He was attacked by a 
mob led by a priest and taken out of the city and 
shot.” e 

The Spanish pastor Augustin Arenales recounts the 
‘trials and sufferings of poor Christians at.the hands 
of present-day Spanish Catholics. Two years ago an 
‘evangelical merchant in Salamanca was boycotted so 
bitterly that he was.obliged to leave Spain. In Estra- 
‘madura a Protestant cobbler with seven children was 
‘in the same way reduced to poverty and forced to 
emigrate. .The colporteur Felix Vacas was cruelly 
beaten by the police. Senor Arenales thinks that the 
Spanish people are ready to accept Christ in numbers 
but are so browbeaten by clericals that they dare not 
step out. He appeals for the sympathy and help of 
Christians in Protestant lands, feeling that if this 
should come in the measure accorded to heathen cou- 
tries, there would be remarkable exoduses from Rome. 


_ On the State of the Church.—At the last general 
conference of the Lutheran Church, held in Hamburg, 
‘Rector Carl Mattheisen spoke of the general! situation 
of the church in the following terms: 

“We. have ‘with the theoretical energy which is 
peculiar to Germans’ so studied the Bible and com- 
pared it and found for every line so: many parallels in 
the heathenisms, that the holy wonder and holy fear 
of our fathers has nigh vanished and with them the 
depths of repentance, the jubilance of faith and the 
power of a new obedience. We have driven Christ 
out of the Old Testament where Luther found him 
on every page and made the New Testament so 
cramped for him that he can hardly defend himself 
against his own apostles, to say nothing of his clever 
disciples of today. 

“Must all this be? Is there in the prism of belief 
and unbelief only gentle gradations which we must 
ever make more and more indistinguishable? Is there 
no honest, solid dash between world and church, be- 
tween salvation and death, between faith and denial, 
between Christ and Satan? Must we sacrifice the 
first article of our faith (I believe in God the Father, 
Maker of heaven and earth) to physics and geology? 
Must we allow the second (And in Jesus Christ his 
only Son) to be blown into the air by history? Must 
we give over the third (Conceived of the Holy Ghost) 
to psychology, or to its youngest and not altogether 
nice daughter-science, psychoanalysis? Must we rec- 
ognize every airy idealism as Christianity? Must we 
not rather say as Dr. Manfred Bjérkquist did to the 
young people at the Northern Christian Academic 
Conference, ‘Christ wants to rescue you from your 
idealism’ ? 

“Pardon this criticism, but when one hears on all 
sides expressions of satisfaction because all theological 
opinions and tendencies get along so well in church 
work and how they co-operate harmoniously in search 
for truth, one begins to be anxious about the heritage 
of Luther. We know not Whether it may please God 
to give us a man of fhe heroic mold of the great re- 
former to bring in a renewal and restoration of the 
Lutheran Church. If this does not happen then he 
will call out some few, here some and there some, 
from all lands and conditions, learned and unlearned, 
women, and youth of both sexes, who will form new 
living nuclei of church life, drawing from the rich 
springs of a blessed past and looking to Providence 
for the future. These few will not always remain few, 
for the Lord will increase them, and children will 
be born to them as dew at dawn. These will have no 
other watchword than the old great text, ‘The just 
shall live by faith,’ and they will understand and teach 
this text.as Lyther understood and taught it. They 
will not form a narrow sect, but will love the church 
of their fathers and do penitence for it as Daniel 
did. They will dwell by the clear stream of catechism 
truth, ‘the stream which a lamb can wade through 
and in which no elephant can touch bottom.’ In the 
darkness of the world they will practice themselves 
at looking on Christ, the eternal Light.” 


Professor R. H. Kennett of Cambridge University 
iS a modern representative of the old rationalismus 
vulgaris of the eighteenth century, which David Fried- 
rich Strauss castigated so unmercifully. Here is that 
to which the great story of Elijah on Carmel shrivels 
in his book, “The Historical Background of the 
Psalms.” The great prophet becomes in his hands a 
mere deceiving trickster like the Greek priests in Jeru- 
salem who concoct Holy Fire at Easter in the Church 
of the Sepulchre. He writes: 

“There is no difficulty in supposing that at this 
ancient sanctuary [Carmel] the altar fire had been 
habitually kindled by the same method as the altar 
fire at Jerusalem, and that a supply of naphtha was 
kept at the spot. for the purpose. This method may 
have been unknown to the Tyrian priests; or if it was 
known and they had naphtha available, there may have 
been something in the atmospheric conditions which 
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caused them to fail. We need not suppose that. Eli- 
jah would have been very scrupulous in the means 
employed to bring about the victory of Jehovah over 
Baal; nevertheless it must be remembered that he 
doubtless sincerely believed that fire kindled by means 
of a mirror reflecting the sun’s rays was really fire 
from Heaven.” 


The Jerusalem Council Reviewed.—( Jerusalem: A 
Critical Review of “The World Mission of Chris- 
tianity,” by Roland Allen. World Dominion Press, 
113 Fulton Street, New York, 25 cents.) “The World- 
inter-the-Church Movement” was the metathesized 
way in- which unfriendly observers characterized the 
ill-fated Inter-Church World Movement of ten years 
ago. That movement was put to rest with the most 
expensive funeral ever held in the history of American 
Christianity, but its spirit crops out ever and anon as, 
for example, now in the report of the International 
Missionary. Council at Jerusalem entitled “The World 
Mission of Christianity.” The same lines of thought 
and action reappear. We get the Great Commission 
reduced to such proposals as “the International Mis- 
sionary Council regards it of vital importance”. that 
a bureau should be established to “work in close con- 
tact with the International Labor Office,” one of its 
functions being. “to bring to the notice of Christian 
bodies and missionaries the importance of forming 
groups of students who will investigate social and 
economic problems in their various areas and dis- 
seminate: knowledge with regard to them.” As if the 
church had not been surfeited with “surveys” in the 
“interchurch” days. 

The Great Commission is expanded as well as re- 
duced. “The program of missionary work among 
all peoples should be comprehensive to serve the 
whole man in every aspect of his life and relation- 
ships.” The rural community is to be reconstituted; 
governments should be assisted “in the various as- 
pects of law and administration, of protection and re- 
search” and leaders should be trained for all “the 
services” in education, research, anc the like, indicated. 
Mr. Roland Allen in his valuable review of Dr. Mott’s 
report justly objects: “The missionary societies are 
no doubt large and wealthy: but whether they are 
wealthy enough to do all this as well as their own 
proper work may possibly be doubted.” 

A false theology is no safe guide in mission policy, 
and it is a false theology that is at the bottom of all 





A Statesman and the 
Old Faith 


The British Home Secretary, Sir William 
Joynson-Hicks, rings true. He was invited 
to attend a meeting in London at which Dr. 
W. B. Riley of Minneapolis spoke, but was 
obliged to decline because of other engage- 
ments. In his letter he said: “I should 
much like to have heard Dr. Riley. I know 
of him and of his work and trust that his. 
visit to you will be much blessed. I write 
to you with a heart of gratitude for the deci- 
sion of the House of Commons. I did not 
believe that the Commons would recede from 
the Reformation. I should like to thank 
those who have helped me by their support 
and prayers during this anxious time.”’ 

















these schemes to mold and transform the world. 
It is not only a false theology, but an antiquated one. 
“My kingdom is not of this world,” said our Lord 
Jesus Christ. This is plain enough and needs no 
technical exegesis from Germany to make it clearer. 
Yet for those who value German theology as the last 
thing in theological thought Mr. Allen quotes from 
Otto’s “The Idea of the Holy”: 

“As against all rationalizing attempts to tone it 
down into something less startling, the most recent 
research shows quite decisively that the kingdom is 
just greatness and marvel absolute, — the wholly other 
heavenly thing set in contrast to the world of here 
and now.” 


Amici Israel.—Various organizations are, or have 
been, in operation for winning the Jews to Romanism; 
the Arch-brotherhood for the Conversion of Israel, 
working in various countries; the Catholic Guild of 
Israel, an English organization; a division of the 
Eucharist League of Peace for the return of Israel 
(Ritorno d’Israele). The Amici Israel (“Friends of 
Israel”) organization in- which an ex-Jewish Com- 
munist woman named Van Leer was prominent gath- 
ered into its membership 18 cardinals, 200 archbishops 
and bishops, and 2,000 priests throughout the world. 


But in. March, 1928, it was dissolved and its. organ, - 
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Pax Supe. Israel, suppressed, on the ground that it 
had departed from the spirit and purpose of the 
church. The-reasons for this action are analyzed in 
the Revue Internationale des Sociétés Secretes, April 
29. The society advocated the elimination of the 
words pro perfidis Judeis from the Good Friday serv- 
ice; the establishment of a Jewish Christian church 
in Jerusalem with its’ own liturgy in Hebrew; the 
recognition of the eminently priestly character of 
the Jewish race and their predestination to a religious 
hegemony among mankind; the affirmation that God 
had an especial love for the Jewish people and that 
non-Jews were to be assimilated to the chosen people 
by communion with the Jewish body and blood of the 
Messiah in the Eucharist. These claims, apparently 
objectionable to the papacy, were made the ground 
of action, but it is not improbable that the real grounds 
lay etsewhere. 


The Fathers of Sion, a Roman Catholic order whose 
purpose is the conversion of Jews to Rome, have re- 
cently settled in England. . It is an interesting fact 
that it was a Jew, Paul Libermann, who founded 
the Order of tthe Immaculate Heart of Mary, later 
amalgamated with the Society of the Holy Ghost, 
which first established Roman Catholic missions: in 
Africa on a permanent basis. 


Concerning International Peace Propaganda.— 
When Mr. Kellogg visited Dublin after the signature 
of the Peace Pact one of the Dublin officials in a 
speech of welcome said, “In you the angels of peace 
have come to minister to men again. With your ad- 
vent in Europe has come the birth of what may be 
calléd the second era of peace.” As if to punctuate 
these sentiments the American cruiser carrying the 
Secretary of State roared its salute, and Free State 
guns answered from the shore. Free State army 
planes circled overhead and, on landing, Mr. Kellogg 
was escorted by mounted infantry and other troops. 
So did “the fighting race” greet the dove of peace. 

What shall we say about present-day peace propa- 
ganda? Three things at least. First that there are 
indications that it is supported from Moscow with 
the end in view of weakening the defense against 
Russian revolutionary programs. The World’s Alli- 
ance for National Friendship through the Churches 
held -a congress at Prague. Dr. Zoellner who was 
present and reported the meetings for the Allegemeine 
Kirchenzeitung points out, as a sensible realist, that 
with all the talk-no mention was made of the existence 
of Bolshevism, although this phenomenon ‘is certainly 
central to all consideration of international peace. It 
struck him as strange that in discussing national arma- 
ments no mention was made of the fact that across 
and through all the nations the armament of Bolshev- 
ism proceeds apace, the purpose of which is the de- 
struction of all and everything that towers above the 
proletariat. He asks if the consequences of this fact 
were too serious for discussion at a peace congress 
and adds, perhaps sarcastically, “But the chief purpose 
of such a congress is not to concern itself with ques- 
tions of practical politics.’ Much information con- 
cerning this side of the. peace propaganda can be found 
in a study of the activities of the Federal Council 
of Churches entitled “Pastors, Politicians, and Paci- 
fists,” by LeR. F. Smith and E. B. Johns (The Con- 
structive Educational. Publishing Co., 5421 Ridgewood 
Court, Chicago, $1). 

Secondly, there seem to be gathering in Europe 
forces for war that bid fair to make the present 
propaganda as insignificant as the peace conference at 
Constance that Dr. Lynch and his friends were hold- 
ing in August, 1914, when the worst of wars burst 
upon the world. The Socialist deputy Kuenstler has 
laid bare the intimate military relations between the 
German Reichswehr, or national defense, and Soviet 
Russia. This in a series of documents taken from the 
archives of the Reichswehr and published in the So- 
cialist Leipziger Volkszecitung! It appears that the 
Ministry of Defense through a firm named Junkers 
has concluded a secret treaty with the Soviet govern- 
ment by the terms of which Germany mantffactures 
in Russia and on a large scale airplanes, chemicals 
for gas and gas apparatus, machine guns, and other 
munitions. Twenty percent of the product of these 
operations is assigned to Russia, the balance going to 
Germany for its coming war of revenge. The entire 
continent of Europe is obviously planning war and 
expecting war. 

Third, the American peace propaganda represents a 
‘liberal’ apocalyptic in contrast with the New Testa- 
ment apocalyptic. It is Kant’s universal peace theory 
financed by the agnostic Andrew Carnegie vs. the 
twenty-fourth of Matthew. It is based on the liberal 
assumption that men in general are men of good wil? 
and therefore ready for peace, a thing that the twenty 
centuries since the night of Bethlehem certainly show 
is not altogether true. 


New Hampton, N. H. 
ve 


I have as much need of the grace of God to furnish 
me with a heart to my work, as with a head for it; 
to continue my delight in it, as much as to give me 
ability for it—Matthew Henry. 
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We Investigate the Personality of God 
(Concluded trom page 143) 


“ 


fairly glowed: “. ..1 was born again last night. I 
know what that means now. It is as real a thing as 
being born the first time.” He expressed his joy and 
€xultation over and over again. He wanted forth- 
with to maké a public cenfession of his faith, and we 
went that same day to the home of Dr. Wallace Rad- 
Cliffe in Washington—to whom I later introduced 
another man in the same state of mind because I knew 
in Fits church his faith would be nurtured by sound, 
strong meat of sermons based on a full faith in God’s 
covenant and Word — and told him what we had come 
for. Dr. Radcliffe showed some of the joy that every 
Christian, pastor or layman, feels bubble up in his 
heart in answer to the joyous clamors of Heaven itself 
when a new son is born into God’s family, and pro- 
ceeded to examine my friend with good, old-fashioned 
Presbyterian thoroughness. There was no uncertainty 
about my friend’s belief and the goodness or nature 
of the grounds of his hope, and at the next communion 
Sunday he made the public confession which, under 
the covenant, assures him royal recognition before the 
angels at the high court of evan 

He entered at once most. actively into the lifé. of 
the church, and carried himself as a “soldier of the 
cross” with the joyous boldness that an uncle of mine 
said was such a thrilling thing to obsefVve in “Jeb 
Stuart” in battle—the debonair confidence and in- 
trepidity which it is the joy of every earthly king to 
see his knights display, and which the Prince Im- 
manuel, we believe, loves to see in the soldiers he is 
waiting to crown and reward with the “white stone” 
named in Revelation, on which is written the name of 
endearment known only to the Christian and his God. 
And. this “holy boldness” can best, if not only, be 
known by one who has taken the trouble to learn and 
know that he is able at any time to give “a reason 
of the hope” that is in him. . 

One of his first acts was to write to his fianceé of 
his new found joy, and urge upon her an abandonment 
of everything of a worldly nature which could possi- 
bly act as a hindrance to the full enjoyment of Christ’s 
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blessing and fellowship. The young lady felt that 
giving up dancing and card playing and the theater 
was unnecessary, extreme, and fanatical, but this young 
lawyer replied that the thrilling joy and power that 
came from contact with Christ, in no wise insulated 
by unsurrendered worldliness, made such things so 
dull, stale, flat, and unprofitable as to have no charm for 
him. whatever. They married later, and the wife’s faith 
was soon kindled by the fire blazing in the heart of her 
husband. My friend i8 still living, a prominent lawyer 
in a far western city, and an active Christian man. 


(To be continued.) 








Moment Meditations 
By the late I. Lilias Trotter 




















‘Spirit and Soul and Body 


ss ID RESERVED blameless” in all three regions of 

our being; such is the apostle’s prayer. For this 
trio faces another trio—the world, the flesh, and the 
Devil. _Read these backward and you will see the 
antagonism. The world with its temptations to ease 
and self-indulgence appeals largely to the body. The 
flesh with its more insidious range of assault sets 
itself to conquer the soul part. of -us, — intellect, will, 
affections, —by self-glorying, self-will, - self-seeking. 
The battle ground with the Devil is our spirit nature 
in a still more subtle range: resisting our approach 
to God, shadowing our inward vision, withering the 
growing points of our inward life. 

“Thought, word, and deed” —that is another trio 
in relation to the first, and needing “sanctifying 
wholly” by God to be “preserved blameless.” ‘Thought 
is the expression of the spirit, word the expression of 
the soul, deed the expression of the body. 

And when the inward sanctifying has given victory 
over the world, the flesh, and the Devil, the outward 


manifestation in thought and word and. deed: wilt be’ 


“blameless.” 
“Faithful is he that calfeth you, who also will do it.” 


‘A Farm Mother’s Letters. to College Students 


11. Good Manners 














Skylight Farm. 
Dear Cotvece: Boy: 

Can you remember the first time you undertook, 
upon. your own iniiative, to be very formal and cor- 
rect? Very likely there had been opportunities enough 
right in your own home, had you availed yourself of 
them, to make- you. a finished gentleman; but some- 
how: those fermal eccasions had never appealed to you 
except to make you feel bored and awkward, or even 
a litile sulky. Not. more than one real, live boy in 
fifty ever receives credit from his mother’s guests for 
having charming manners. He leaves that to his sis- 
ters. The best he can hope for is to be thought funny. 
Ah, distinctly I remember; it was not in the bleak 
December, but on a muddy summer day. I took Boy 
o’Mine and his sister to exhibit them at the home of 
a girlhood friend. Her floors were of such a polished 
loveliness that I carefully warned my two young 
bronchos not to stampede in and out as they did at 
home or use the floers for a skating rink as the min- 
ister’s son had recently done to mine. Arrived at the 
door, Sister minced in quite daintily, but the Boy took 
one desperate look at the glossy stretch before him 
and began leaping from rug to rug as if he were 
jumping freight cars, landing in an ignominious heap 
when one slipped from under him. My friend went 
off into gales of laughter. “Now you’ve been warning 
those poor children not to injure my floors!” 

But when it came time for the Junior-Senior Banquet 
in high school it- was a different matter. That was 
their own affair, their first attenfpt at formal conven- 
tionality. It fell to my lot to officiate in the kitchen 
from which there was a convenient peephole into the 
banqueting hall. Such solemn, miserable-looking rows 
of wax figures! It was hard to believe that they were 
the same harum-scarums who only two hours before 
had been decorating those same tables. My fellow 
spies thought it vastly funny to. watch the gingerly 
way they picked up the silver, covertly watching the 
teachers to make certain they didn’t jumble their 
tools. But there was really something a bit solemn 
about it all to me. It seemed such a very little time 


since that Boy o’Mine had been an apparently hopeless 
hobble-de-hoy, one trouser leg up, the other down 
(they wore knickers in those days), his hair sticking 
rebelliously in a half dozen directions, refusing to lie 
anywhere, and usually a zone of loose connections 
around his middle where blouse and trousers are sup- 
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posed to meet. There he sat now,.a polished gentle- 
man of the world, and I knew that for once ears and 
neck and teeth and finger nails were all faultlessly 
groomed. He seemed suddenly to be slipping away 
from me into the big world where the superficial 
counts for so much. Was he thoroughly furnished in- 
side and out and ready for the change? 

I used to think, before I had the interesting experi- 
ence of watching a boy emerge from the chrysalis, 
that were it not for Eve, Adam would choose to live 
and die a berserker, that bathtubs and toothbrushes 
would never have been invented. It may be true. We 
can never know. But I’m inclined to the opinion that, 
once domesticated, man takes quite as gracefully to 
the gentler refinements as does woman. ‘True, one 
doesn’t see a boy using a vanity kit in public, but 
every now and then one may detect him patting his 
carefully waved tresses in church, and I know for a 
certainty that a boy secretly rejoices as much as a 
girl when locks once erratic and stubborn as a “wooly” 
bundle of wheat suddenly develop graceful curves. 
It’s all right. You have a perfect right to enjoy lines 
of beauty, even in yourselves, provided you don’t go 
to extremes like the youth Narcissus. If you do, as 
sometimes happens, you get your punishment. I 
wonder if “sissy” isn’t a nickname for Narcissus. 

For my part, I like the little niceties of manner you 
acquire about the time you go to college. I feel quite 
queenly when a college boy places me in my chair at 
table, the more so, perhaps, because it is so hard to 
cling to these little decencies on a farm, where we are 
our own servants and where even if we do get seated 
decorously an absent-minded person like myself is sure 
to have forgotten something and must dash back to 
the kitchen after it. Let me give you a tip right here. 
No little act of thoughtfulness on your part is more 
appreciated by your mother, not even violets on 
Mother’s Day, than your cheery willingness to make 
that extra trip to the kitchen for her. And such 
simple acts of courtesy inevitably have a humanizing 
reflex influence upon your. character. 

Here’s another pointer from one who knows. It 
is never labor wasted, after your chum has taken you 
home for the week-end, ta.write your hostess a bread- 
and-butter letter. She is not severe in her judgment 
of you if you fail to do so. She remembers your 
frame, and knows that you are still only a boy; but she 
is decidedly pleased when you remember your manners 
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and let hér know that you didn’t simply take her hos- 
pitality as a matter of course. It doesn’t matter a bit 
if your letter is quite awkward and boyish, provided 
it is sincere. Just once within my recollection I fed 
a group of college students (they were freshmen) who 
forgot. to acknowledge the courtesy. A senior in the 
party turned back from the door to thank me. I 
er like saying, “Where are the nine?” It was a 
trifle. 
the fun of having -them about. But I couldn’t help 
feeling a little sorry for them that they forgot. 

It’s an interesting subject for reflection as to just 
what constitutes politeness. I used_to give the con- 
ventional expression of it a good deal more of anxious 
thought than I do now. We are of course more in- 
formal here in the Middle West than people are in 
some other sections. 
of a curiosity than a circus parade. I remember re- 
geiving considerable of a thrill in my girlhood upon 
calling on certain unknown relatives in the East. One 
is seldom met here by a servant with a silver salver. 
Doubtless I have grown still more strange to modern 
conventions in the years I have lived on the farm and 
have gone about so little; but I should give but little 
anxiety to the matter now if my environment were 
changed. For after. all, true politeness is a matter 
of instincts rather than of forms. 

Whenever I think of the subject I am reminded 
of two people who impressed me as being the embodi- 
ment of true courtesy, one a man, the other a boy. 
For a long time I dubbed them in my ‘mind ‘The ‘Nicest 
Man and the The Nicest Boy. The Nicest Man entered 
our lives at the foot of a long, steep hill and passed 
out of them at the top. We were coming home at dusk 
from a day’s visit in the city. Near the edge of town 
the car began to cough ominously. We all advised 
Head of the House to turn back and consult an auto 
surgeon; but it was chore time, and Head of the House 
is always hopeful. At the foot of the long hilf the 
engine gave a final bronchial gasp and died. Presently 
a rickety looking flivver rattled past us, came to a 
sudden stop, like a cowboy’s pony, and backed up in 
front of us, and a breezy voice said, “Timer’s on the 
blink, huh? Got a tow rope?” Before we had fairly 
caught our breath he had us back at the top of the hill. 
“It’s downhill. now to that shop on —— Street. No, 
no, I don’t want a cent. No trouble at all, and I may 
be stuck myself sometime,” and he was gone. 

The Nicest Boy was tending a little vegetable stand 
somewhere between Livingston, Mont., and the Gard- 
ner entrance to Yellowstone. We stopped for toma- 
toes. He said, “You got a flat tire.” Of course pumps 
are always out of commission when you're miles from 
@ service station. While Head of the House: was 
struggling with ours a pair of bare legs flashed and 
presently an excellent pump was silently: handed to 
him. As he worked, Little. Sister and I admired a 
lovely old-fashioned garden just behind the vegetable 
stand. A handful of fragrant blossoms was silently 
thrust into our hands. Next we exclaimed over an 
irresistibly cunning ball of a pup that was yelping and 
tugging at his chain. I never yet saw a pup I didn’t 
yearn to cuddle, and even as I looked longingly at 
him the soft wriggling ball was handed up to me to 
play with till we were ready to go on our way. The 
Nicest Boy had spoken scarcely a half dozen words. 
Both he and The Nicest Man wore overalls, but I 
invariably think of them as gentlemen. They met our 
need, efficiently and unobtrusively, and then were gone, 
leaving us with the feeling that this is a pleasant, 
comradely sort of world. 

¢ Your friend, 

A Farm Moruer. 


« 
A Parable in Paper 
By a Teacher 


O*V E Sunday morning the teacher of the Women’s 
Bible Class carried some strange equipment to 
Sunday-school. There were a pair of shears, pins, 
several pieces of paper, and a collar pattern. Facing 
her class, she said: 

“I am fond of preaching sermons to myself, and last 
week while cutting out several shirts, this one came 
to me. I wonder if you can interpret my parable.” 

Folding a piece of paper she pinned the pattern to it 
very carefully. Carefully she cut around the outline 
and laid the pattern aside. The next piece of paper 
was not folded quite so precisely, the new “collar” 
was used this time instead of the original pattern, 
and the cutting was a shade less carefully done. This 
was repeated two or three times. Then laying the 
original pattern upon the last piece cut, she held them 
before the class and asked, “What is the matter?” 
It was not hard to see that the two were very un- 
like, but for a moment no one could see why. 

Then one little woman said quietly, “Did you use 
the same pattern for all of them?” 


“Then I think it means —” 


No, I won’t tell you what she said. What does it 
mean to you? 


I was amply repaid for any little trouble by ° 


A silk hat on the. street is more 

















Lesson for March 24 
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LESSON 12. MARCH 24, STEWARDSHIP AND MISSIONS 


International Uniform Lesson.—Genesis 12 : 1-3; Deuteronomy 8: 17, 18; Jonah 3: 1-10; Malachi 3: 7-12; Matthew 28 : 18-20; 
Acts 1:6-8; 13: 1-3; 26: 12-20; Romans 1: 14-16; I Corinthians 16:2; 2 Corinthians 8: 1-15; 9: 1-15 
Golden Text.—It is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful.—1 Cor. 4: 2 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By J. Russell Howden 
Foreword ) 
Heed we the Steward’s call. 
Work, brethren, work: 
There’s room enough for all; 
Work, brethren, work. 
\ This vineyard of the Lord 
Constant labor will afford ; 
He will your work reward; 


Work, brethren, work. —Anon. 


E PASS this week from the study of wor- 
W sic on the Lord’s Day to some of the more 

general results of that worship and of our 
whole relationship with Christ. If we are God's chil- 
dren then ours is also the privilege of being his servants 
or stewards. 

- Verse by Verse : ; 
> Mets 196—At this time.. This verse is emphatic. 
The disciples were not in any doubt as to the Lord’s 
purpose to restore the kingdom to their people. But 
they were uncertain as to when that restoration should 
take place. The resurrection of the Lord Jesus. and 
his subsequent teaching about the kingdom (v. 3) had 
rekindled their hopes of the immediate re-establish- 
ment of an earthly Jewish dominion. 


Verse 7.—It is not for you to know. This is a 
genera! declaration applicable to Christians all through 
the age. That there are times and seasons is taught 
us in God’s Word. But the details of them he has 
reserved among his hidden things. The Book 
of the -Revelation has shed increasing light- as the 
years have gone: by, and its symbols have been inter- 
pretedsin the light of history. Yet still the Church is 
in ignorance of the date and hour and of the details 
of the-event itself. And every attempt to assign a date 
to the Advent is met with failure, as our present verse 
might, very well warn us would be the case. 

Times or seasons. Thesé are usually distinguished 
as periods and points of time. A point is explained 
as a critical moment. The times are the extensions of 
time which embrace the successive moments. « And 
these are contemplated here merely under the aspect 
of their duration over which the Church’s history 
should extend. The seasons are the joints or articu- 
lations. in this time, the ‘critical epoch-making periods 
foreordamed of God. At such junctures all that has 
been slowly and often without observation ripening 
through long ages is mature and comes te birth in 
grand. decisive events which constitute at once the 
close of one period and the opening of another. As 
examples, recall the passing away with great noise 
of the old Jewish -dispensation, the recognition of 
Christianity as the religion of the Roman Empire, 
and the Reformation. 


Verse 8—But ye shall receive power. This promise 
meets the great need of God’s people. In themselves 
they are nothing, and havé no adequate resources for 
life or work. But in Christ they have all things. 
When the Holy Spirit is come upon you. The refer- 
ence was to the soon coming day of Pentecost. ‘ The 
whole sof the Acts forms the best commentary on this 
verse... Ye shall be my witnesses. This was the peculiar 
work of the apostles, though, in a secondary sense, 
it is intended to be true of all Christians. Christianity 
is founded upon certain facts, especially the fact of 
the resurrection of Christ. And it was to this fact 
and to the whole range of facts comprised within the 
Gospel.narrative that the eleven were to be witnesses. 
Our faith today is based on their testimony, and their 
testimeny is recorded in the New Testament. 

Both in Jerusalem. Note the progress implied. It 
was not just a question of restoring an earthly king- 
dom to Israel, as they had suppoSed. The kingdom 
was to extend over the whole world. Further, it was 
to be founded not upon physical force but upon intel- 
lectual and moral persuasion. For a long time the 
disciples understood this commission to apply only to 
the Jews scattered throughout the world (cf. 11: 19). 
Thus they had interpreted it in the light of the earlier 
commission (Matt. 10:5, 6), when the Lord Jesus 
had expressly forbidden them to preach either to 
Samaritans or Gentiles. It was not to be wondered 
at that they should be slow in apprehending the sig- 
nificance of the fresh unfolding of the divine plans. 

2 Corinthians 8:1.—The grace of God which hath 
been given. Note that Paul does not contrast the 
church of Macedonia with that of Corinth. That 
would. have been both discourteous and misleading. 
He rested the liberality of the Macedonian churches 
upon God’s grace. He thus implied that the same 
grace would be poured out on them if only they were 
willing to receive it. 


Devotional Reading: Psalm 96: 1-8. 
Primary Topic: Love Gifts for God. 
Lesson Material; Matthew 28: 18-20; 2 Corinthians 8: 1-9. 
Memory Verse; God loveth a cheerful giver.—2 Cor. 9: 7. 
Junior Topic: Love Gifts for God. 
Lesson Material: Veuteronomy 8:17, 18; Malachi 3: 7-12; 
Matthew 26 : 18-20; Romans 1: 14-16; x Corinthians 16: 2; 
2 Corinthians 8 : 1-9; 9: 2-15 
Memory Verse: For if the readiness is there, it is acceptable 
according as a man hath, not according as he hath not.— 
2 Cor. 8; 12. 


. - Senior Topic: What It Is to Be a Christian 
tew. 
Topic io Yous, Fests and Adults: Stewardship of Self, Sub- 


stance, and Service. 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
Acts 1 : 6-8; 2 Cor. 8: 1-9 
Acts 1:6 They therefore, when they were come together, 
asked him, saying, Lord, dost thou at. this time restore the 
kingdom to Israei? 7 And he said unto them, It is not for 
you. to know times or seasons, which the Father hath ’ set 
within his own authority. 8 But ye shall receive power, 
when the Holy Spirit is come upon you: and ye shall be 
my witnesses both in Jerusalem, and jin all Judea and 

Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth. 


2 Cor. 8:1 Moreovér, brethren, we make known to you the 
grace of God which hath been given in the churches. of Ma- 
cedonia; 2 how that in much proof of affliction the abun- 
dance of their joy and their deep poverty abounded unto 
the riches of their “liberality: 3 For according to their 
power, I bear witness, yea and beyond their power, they 
gave of their own accord, 4 beseeching us with much en- 
treaty in regard of this grace and the fellowship in the 
ministering to the saints: & and this, not as we had hoped, 
but first they gave their own selves. to the Lord, and to us 
through the will of God. ¢@Insomuch -that- we exhorted 
Titus, that as he had made a beginning. before, so he would 
also complete in you this: grace also. 7 But as ye abound in 
everything, in faith, and utterance, and knowledge, and in 
all earnestness, and in * your love to us, see that ye abound 
in this grace also. 1 speak not by way. of commandment, 
but as proving through the earnestness of others the sin- 
cerity also of your love. $ For ye know. the grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for your 
sakes he became poor, that ye through his poverty might 
become rich. ie 2 : ‘ 

1Or, appointed by. *Gr., singleness. See Rom. 12:8 

%Some ancient authorities read, our love to you. “ 


Words shown in the text in light-face type are those’ 
generally indicated in the American Standard Version 
in italic,, and are supplied to make sense. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 





Verse 2—Proof of affliction. The “trial of afflic- 
tion” (A. V.) is wrong, for the word here is not trial 
or temptation. It describes not the processes but only 
the result of the processes, and that a favorable one. 
So here it is the approval gained through their en- 
durance of affliction. Joy and their deep poverty. 
Note the daring linking together of these two things 
which at first sight seem so incompatible. Joy facili- 
tates liberality. Poverty checks it. It was because 
of their joy but in spite of their poverty. that they so 
abounded. Liberality. Note the margin singleness. 
And compare James 1:5: “God, who giveth to all 
liberally [singly].” When God gives he asks only one 
question, Is there need? 


Verse 4.—Beseeching us in regard of this 
. Pr grace. 
They Besought us to allow them a share in ministering 
to the saints. Thus they asked to share in the grace 





Stewards 


By Amos R. Wells 


STEWARD first receives. His happy store 

pours from the heaven’s gladly opened door. 
His bin is full, but all that it contains sprang from 
the sunshine and the foodful rains. A steward cher- 
ishes. What he receives never the same his thought- 
ful tendance leaves. Beneath his hand, like fields 
of springing grain, his store of blessings multiplies 
amain. A steward gives. Full well his loving care 
knows that the quickest increase is to share; full well 
his liberal superintendence knows how cutting blos- 
soms stimulates the rose. A steward studies. Not 
without a plan may gardens be developed, or a man. 
What thought, what knowledge, what expert design 
before the fields of God in glory shine! A steward 
saves. His canny prudence finds an alchemy of coins 
and of minds. He claims his interest, he counts 
his hoards, jealous of every gain that is his Lord’s. 
And ah, a steward spends! how gladly spends! He 
pours his savings to his savings* ends. His purse he 
empties out, turns upside down, —for well - spent 
savings are the savings” crown! 




















of God. For it was by yielding to that grace that 
they were able to give. Grace might be taken as mean- 
ing the result of God’s grace seen in the ‘graciousness 
of his people’s care for others. 


Verse 6.—This grace. Again there is the double 
suggestion of God’s grace enabling the Corinthian 
Christians to give, and of their resultant graciousness 
in giving. We may render it, the God-given grace 
of liberality. 

Verse 7—Note the five things in which the Cor- 
inthian Christians abounded. Faith, utterance, knowl- 
edge, earnestness, love to us. Faith means personal 
contact with Christ.. Knowledge means knowledge 
about Christ, head knowledge. Utterance may perhaps 
not really give the force of Paul’s word. Here it 
seems to mark a transition between faith and knowl- 
edge. Therefore it is best to understand it as referring 
to a formula of doctrine rather than to outward ex- 
hortation. Faith, doctrine, knowledge, and zeal are 
all good things. But they are things of the study 
and the classroom. They need to be brought into con- 
tact with life and its responsibilities, otherwise ,they 
become sterile. It is good to be orthodox and zealous, 
but we need to be loving also. And love is simply 
meeting the needs of another. ° 


Verse 8.—Proving through the earnestness of others. 
By seeing how far your earnestness goes in compari- 
son. to that of the Macedonian: Christians. 


A Lesson Outline 


’ THE CuHrRIsTIAN LIFE 
1. Sonship 


2. Fellowship 


3. Stewardship 
(1) Stewardship is all of grace 
(2) Stewardship depends upon our voluntary 
response to grace 
(3) Such stewardship brings us into fellowship 
* > with alf the servants of God alf through the age 
everywhere 


Gelden Topnice 


1. The relationship of the Holy Spirit to humanity. 
—(1) As to the unsaved. This may be represented 
by the word “about.” He is round about them seek- 
ing to lead. them.to repentance. Compare Romans 2: 
4. (2) With regard to the Christian. This may be 
represented by the word “within.” You become 2 
Christian by receiving Christ (John 1:12). And 
when you receive Christ you receive God, for there is 
only one living and true God. And when you receive 
God you receive his Spirit (Rom. 8:9). God has, as 
it were, now obtained a vantage ground in the saved 
soul. ‘He is no longer merely round about. He is 
henceforth also within. (3) But there is a further 
relationship which is suggested by the use of the 
word “upon” (Acts 1:8). This is connected with 
the idea presented by the words filling and fullness. 
These men had received the Spirit before, for they 
were already Christians. But at Pentecost they were 
filled. with the Spirit. Compare Acts 6: 3. 


2. The work of the Holy Spirit in the Christian — 
He has many functions which he graciously fulfills 
for us. But two may especially be stressed in the 
present lesson. When the Holy. Spirit comes in all 
his. fullness upon a man two results follow. (1) De- 
velopment of character. (2) Equipment for service. 
These two may be expressed by the two words purity 
and power. It will be well to emphasize both of these, 
first of all for ourselves, for this is just what each 
teacher needs, and then for our pupils. For this is 
just what our young people need. 


3. Progression in outlook and work, Note this his- 
torically. Give a rapid sketch of the way in which this 
progression has been brought about in the history of 
the Church by God’s working. Note how it developed 
in the book of Acts. But above all, urge it as a 
pattern for our own lives. “Jerusalem” may represent 
the home circle. Christianity begins there. “Judea” 
may represent school life. “Samaria,” business life. 
The “uttermost parts,” any further opportunities with 
which God may confront us as life goes on. We have 
to begin at the beginning. If we are not faithful 
there we shall not be faithful anywhere. 

4. The evidential value of beginning at Jerusalem. 
—The disciples were to bear witness first of all to the 
Lord’s resurrection. Therefore it was of great im- 
portance for the establishment of faith that that wit- 
ness should be borne in a place where it could easily 
have been refuted if it were not true by the production 
of the: dead body. 

The Practical Aim 


_ To teach the pupils that they must begin by receiv- 
ing the Lord Jesus. Having done that, it is their priv- 
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ilege to give him themselves in loyalty and service. 
Love must express itself in giving. 


Final Word 
Come, labor on. 
Who dares stand idle on the harvest plain, 
While all around him waves the golden grain? 
And to each servant does the Master say, 
“Go work today.” 


Tunsrivce WELLS, ENG. 
ve 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character, They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,— Mr. Howden, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? 


HAT is meant by stewardship? 
2. Upon what is the principle of stewardship 

based in Scripture ? 

3. What is the attitude of all Scripture toward this 
principle of living? 

4. What is the supreme recognition of this steward- 
ship ? 

5. What group of New Testament Christians beautifully 
demonstrated such stewardship? 

6. What form of service finds its highest justification 
in this principle of living 

7. In what form may stewardship find its simplest and 
most concrete expression ? 

8. Do you think that there is a personal obligation to 
“go or send”? (Personal.) 

g. Why does stewardship obligate us to support mis- 
sions ? 

10. Why cannot one be a true steward of the Lord 
Jesus Christ and neglect the daily reading of God’s Word? 

11. What is the stewardship committed to Christians 
that is entitled to first place, even ahead of one’s money? 

12. If all Christians would pay back to God even the 
tithe of their incomes (which is regarded by many as a 
proper minimum) what problem of the mission boards 
would disappear, and then what would be practically the 
only problem for them to deal with? 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


What is Electricity?—Ye shall receive power,... 
and ye shall be my witnesses ... unto the uttermost 
part of the earth (Acts 1:8). I have just been read- 
ing about the radio inventor who runs his toy boats 
on a big pond by power and guidance which ‘he trans- 
mits to them by radio. The writer of the article says 
“the exhibition is uncanny.” The man who made the 
toy boats and devised the scheme of getting power 
to them without a material connection is just a mere 
man, made, so the Book says, in the image of God. 
What electricity is no one but God knows, but one 
thing is sure, it is POWER. They are this minute tying 
up the big steel mill next door to us to the Sus- 
quehanna River with it. As Hammond runs his 
boats without wires, so God “runs” his “witnesses.” 
As this radio electric power reaches unto the utter- 
most parts of God’s universe, so does God’s mysterious 
power. I heard Dr. Carthy, Chief Engineer of the 
American Telegraph and Telephone Company, say 
that the Man in the Moon could get. New York broad- 
casting if he had a receiver. The “waves” upon which 
ride this mysterious thing roll throughout the uni- 
verse. Explain if you can the daily wonders and 
miracles among which we now live and move and 
have our being. And so you have only to look into 
the great missionary history of the last century to 
behold the “impossible” done by a mysterious power 
of God in the lives of men. Religion and radio come 
back to the same Power. 


Love, the Pressure Gauge of Living.—Their deep 
poverty abounded unto the. riches of their liberality 
(2 Cor. 8:2). “Say, Mr. Teacher, what does verse 
2 mean?” Suppose the Thinking One of the class 
should put this to you, what would you say? I have 
asked myself what I would say. “There is no expedi- 
ent to which a man will not resort to avoid the real 
labor of thinking,” is the motto Mr. Edison has hung 
around his factories, and so to avoid thinking myself 
I have just taken down from my shelf good old Mat- 
thew Henry to see what he says. Here it is: “The 
Christians in these parts [where Paul traveled] met 
with ill treatment, which had reduced them to deep 
poverty. ... They gave very largely, with the riches 
of liberality, that is, as liberally as if they had been 
rich. It was a large contribution they made, all things 


considered; it was according to, yea beyond, their 
power, as much as could well be expected from them, 
if not more.” 


The italics are Dr, Henry’s. These 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 

the year ‘may be had from The Sunday School Times 

Company, 323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, 
at 10 cents a copy, or $1 a dozen. . 


10, March 1o.—Baptism and The Lord’s Supper. Mat- 
thew 3: 13-17; 28:19, 20; Acts 2: 38, 41; Romans 


: 1-14; 1 Corinthians 11 : 23-29 
11. March 17.—The Christian Sabbath. Genesis 2: 2, 3; 
Exodus 20 : 8-11; Matthew 12: 1-14; 28: 1-10; John 


20:19; Acts 20:7; Romans 14: 4-6; Revelation 1 : 10 
12. March 24.—Stewardship and Missions. Genesis 12 : 
1-3; Deuteronomy & : 17, 18; Jonah 3 : 1-16; Malachi 
3:7-12; Matthew 28: 18-20; Acts 1: 6-8; 13 : 1-3; 
26 : 12-20; Romans 1: 14-16; 1 Corinthians 16 : 2; 
nt 2 Corinthians 8 : 1-15; 9: 1-15 
13. March 31.—Th* Future Life. (Easter Lesson.) Mat- 
thew 25 : 31-46; Mark 12:26, 27; Luke 24: 1-12; 
John: 14 : 1-6; 1 Corinthians 15 : 3-20, 50-58; 1 Thes- 
salonians 4 : 13-18; Revelation 22: 1-5 








early Christians were dominated and impelled by love,— 
love that had been the means of lifting them in spirit 
far above the awful conditions then prevailing in the 
world surrounding them. There is no percent about 
love, —ten or any other. Real Love does not know 
fractions. Real Love never “figgers”! I tell my boys 
I wouldn’t give much for the fellow who would hesi- 
tate to go bruke for the girl he loved. Until I was 
married I was “strapped” all the time. When I was 
ready to marry, there was no suitable house to. rent 
for my income, so I bought a lot and gave my note. 
A friend who was a builder agreed to build El Nidito 
on a lot that neither he nor I owned. “I'll take a 
chance on you,” said Tommy Doan. I had nothing 
but the job and tne girl. Both are still with. me 
after all the years. Nor am I the last fellow to spend 
all he has for the platinum-set engagement sparkler. 
Oh, well, I’m getting personal, but I believe this is 
the way the Lord wants us to consider him — through 
the eyes of true love. In these days the solicitation 
of money has come to be — what shall I say? a sys- 
tem, trade, vocation, problem, or what? The mails 
are full and the button by the front door is thumb 
worn. The calls must be met in some way. How? 
The way is easy. Treat the solicitors lik:_the ladies 
and gentlemen they are. They are not begging for 
themselves.. Let them speak their piece. Take the 
matter under consideration with a spoken or implied 
“I will let you know.” -Then in your closet ask the 
Lord about it. Remember this, the Lord never asks 
his child to go any farther than love will carry him. 


How to Regulate Giving.—As ye abound in every- 
thing . abound in this grace also (v. 7). To 
“abound in everything” is surely a happy situation. 
One so abounding ought to boil over for things that 
are good. . Folks send me tracts galore. Some are 


marked in the hope I’ll get a sting. Others are sent. 


to give me a sweet kiss! Both sorts are good for 
me, I reckon! Here is a tract that just came in time 
for this lesson. It is entitled “What Mean These Con- 
stant Calls for Money?” Some of the paragraph 
heads are these, and you can see how they strike you, 
—my comment follows each one. “They mean you 
have been delivered from the bondage of poverty.” I 
am a favored fellow. “They mean also the world 
regards you as a person of generous impulses.” This 
may be called “taffy.” “These appeals may be in 
answer to your prayers.” Romans 8: 26 is the “reac- 
tion” to this one. “They may mean if we do not use 
God’s property as he desires he may take away our 
stewardship.” . An impoverished fellow. “They may 
mean that you are to be called to lay down your stew- 
ardship sooner than you suppose.” A dying fellow. 
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The 4itle of the tract indicates the pertinence of this 


_ lesson on giving. How shall we exercise our stew- 


ardship and be pleasing to our Lord? Here. is one 
fellow’s way, if you care to know. I am a tither — 
and then some. I have selected a bank where I have 
no other account, which I call. my Tithe Bank—a 
sort of saving fund. When I get a:‘check for services 
or income I deposit it in my active bank and draw 
a ten percent check for my Tithe Bank. Now, no 
money can get out of the Tithe Bank except as the 
Lord directs, for you see it becomes his money.” Then 
I have some other moneys as my very own, which I give 
just as I like, to such good things as I am interested 
in, and which Uncle Sam allows me to deduct up to 
fifteen percent of my income. Now the reason I have 
written this is because lots of good people are be- 
wildered by the maniféld drives and procession. of 
solicitors with all sorts6f sad stories, “Children turned 
outdoors unless —”’ and so on. And the flood of letters 
with enclosed stamp and subscription book, and the 
like. As indicated, there is a solution. ‘Here it is: 
Let the Lord tell you what to do with that part of 
your income that belongs to him (Psa. 31:3; 48:14; 
Isa. 58:10, 11). Find these texts, and note that 
promise of Isaiah. 
COATESVILLE, Pa, 
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This. Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis; Ph.D., D.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





Tue Law oF AsSOcIATION oF IpEAs.—Idzas 
that are learned together tend to recur together. 











HE lesson makes an association between missions 

and stewardship, and it is an essential association 
that is not always recognized. How much of the lapse 
in mission receipts at present is due to a failure to 
make this association may be a question, but certainly 
there can be no question that there is a large correla- 
tion between the two. However, there can never be 
a proper attitude on either matter until the individual 
Christian recognizes his personal obligation in both 
respects. So long as missions are a “cause,”- and the 
missionary effort a matter for missionaries, the ordi- 
nary Christian is unaffected. But when he recognizes 
that this “cause” is a direct obligation laid upon him 
by his Lord then, as one put it, he will begin to ask. 
himself what excuse he can give at the judgment for 
remaining at home instead of obeying the command to 
go. And when he has satisfied himself on this point 
he will then be driven to a recognition that the obliga- 
tion of missions has not been lifted from him; he is 
obligated now to stand behind those who have gone 
in his stead to carry the message of the Gospel of 
Christ. This will be an easy conclusion for one who 
has the conviction of missions. 

But to have this conviction without the conviction 
of stewardship is not entirely inconceivable, and the 
proper idea of stewardship is therefore also essential 
and needs to be earnestly taught. Not every one who 
gives even a tithe does so in recognition of stewardship 
of possessions. When we accept the point of view 
that all we have is not only given us of God but is 
given us not for ownership but for stewardship, 
then the obligation to use that which belongs to the 
Lord for this work that he has commanded is so clear 
that to do any less is recognized as hindering the work 
of the Lord by retaining for ourselves that which is 
his. To do this is to be doubly guilty before him. 

HunTINGDON, Pa. 
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Mlustrations on Giving and Going 
The Illustration Round -Table 











er ne te 





No Tenth for Her.—But ye say, Wherein have we 
robbed thee? In tithes and offerings (Mal. 3:8). “A 
tenth indeed!” she said, fastening her glove with a 
vicious jerk. “I think Mr. Randolph is perfectly 
morbid on the subject. Of course I do not keep an 
account of how much I give; I’m not such a Phari- 
see as that; but I am sure it-is much more than a 
tenth. Indeed I should not be surprised if I gave 
almost a twentieth!” and Miss Midgeon flounced 
through the doorway.—From “Victory of Mary Chris- 
topher,” by Harvey Reeves Calkins. Sent by Emma C. 
Fisk, Boonville, N. Y. 


Why the Compass Plant Fails.—Ye shall be my 
witnesses (Acts 1:8). The compass plant in Texas, 
growing from three to six feet in height, has leaves 
that point north and south, so that the Indian, even 
in the night, can tell the direction he is going. This 
fact was denied. But a careful observer has found 
that the young leaves, standing edgewise to the earth, 





always point north and south. But the older leaves, 
loaded with dust and dew, lose this power and point 
in all directions. ~Every Christian should be a com- 
pass plant, pointing to Jesus Christ. Only those 
Christians who are loaded down with sins fail so to do. 
—From D. Peloubet. Sent by Mrs. B. Dowen, King- 
ston Hill, Surrey, Eng. 


“Cannot God Strengthen Them?”—But ye shail 
receive power, when the Holy Spirit is come upon 
you: and ye shall be my witnesses both in Jerusalem, 
and in all Judea and Samaria, and unto the uttermost 
part of the earth (Acts 1:8). One of a wandering 
tribe in Mongolia says: “The missionaries seldom 
come here. A few years ago, one came and told us 
the Jesus story. But he went away. We wish some 
one would come and tell us more. They think they 
cannot reach us who roam the plains with our camels 
and sheep . . . but he told us of a strong God that they 
worship. Cannot God strengthen them to be able to 


























Lesson for March 24 


wander with us till we hear and believe? 
A motor route is just begun to cross the 
desert to Gobi, weekly. The trucks bring 
us things. Perhaps they will bring the 
Light some day. We are waiting.’— 

. From “This Is the Way,’ by an Un- 
known Christian. ° Sent by H. J. Roberts, 
Los Angeles, Cal. 


At the Hands of Aliens.—Unto the 
uttermost part of the earth (Acts 1:8). 
It was a Jew who brought the Gospel to 
Rome; a Roman who took it to France; 
a Frenchman who took it to Scandinavia ; 
a Scandinavian who took it to Scodand; 
a Scotchman who evangelized Ireland, 
and an Irishman in turn made the mis- 
siunary. conquest of Scotland. No people 
have ever received the Gospel except at 
the hands of an alien—From the South- 
ern Christian. Advocate. Sent by J. A. 
Raiser, Bucyrus, Ohio. ~ 


His Reputation.—Ye shall be my. wit- 
nesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea 
and Samaria, and unto the uttermost part 
of the earth (Acts 1:8). In traveling 
some few years ago I stopped at a hotel 
where the appointments were of the finest 
and where the service was the best I had 
ever known.: The proprietor has a chain 
of hotels and. is considered the most suc- 
cessful man ‘in the business. Behind the 
desk .of each employee, but hidden from 
the public view, hangs a little sign with 
these .words, “My reputation is in your 
hands.” Is His reputation in our hands? 
—From. The Christian Herald. Sent by 
Emma C€. Fisk, Boonville, N. Y. Prize 
illustration. 


Where Does Our Map End?—/ am 
debtor both to Greeks.and to Barbarians 
(Rom. 1:14). Is there any danger that 
Christians may. have too. small a map of 
the work God would have accomplished 
in this generation? A big drive was be- 
ing made during the World War along 
the British front. The enemy was in 
retreat and the huge tanks were foHowing 
up the foe, when one of the tanks stopped 
dead. It was not disabled, there were no 
casualties among the crew, and there was 
plenty of ammunition. Finally an officer 
came up and,with forcible language de- 
manded why the huge beast should halt 
when the job was as yet unfinished. “The 
trouble is, Sir,’ said one of the erew, 
“we have got to the edge of our map.”— 
From The. Sunday School Times. Sent 
by L. G. James, Forento. 


What About the Nine-Tenths?—The 
riches of their liberality (2 Cor. 8:2). 
A servant of God, anxious to teach his 
child that we should give one-tenth of our 
possessions to God, calfed her into the 
study where he had arranged ten piles of 
money. Said he, “Yqgu see I have ten 
piles of money here — they belong to me, 
but this tenth one belongs to God.” The 
little girl said, “Oh, Father, are you go- 
ing to keep all the nine for yourself?” 


—From The King’s Business. Sent by 
M. Taylor, Winnipeg, Can. 
The Japanese Fishermen’s Way.— 


Their deep poverty abounded unto the 
riches of their liberality (2 Cor. 8:2). 
“We must have a church,” said a Jap- 
anese fisherman in Monterey, Cal. “We 
do not ask it for ourselves so much. 
Every night when the catch is in, we tie 
our boats together and have our prayers 
and song. But it is for our children. 
They must not grow up without a Sun- 
day-school.” “The Board can grant you 
very little,” was the answer. “How much 
can you give yourselves?” “We will give 
our -season’s catch of .tuna,”. they said. 
“That is worth two thousand dollars.” 
The church was built. But the tuna catch 
that year was.a failure. Its sale brought 
little. Did the Japanese Christians. con- 
- sider their’ promise kept? . They said, 
“We promised the catch would sell for 
two thousand dollars.” And every cent 
of the. deficit! was made up out of the 
winter’s sardine catch. Many a family 
had little but rice to live on. But they 
had done their share—From “A Month 
with Our National Missionaries.” Sent 
by Emily McFarland, Newark, Ohio: 


“Our Tithe Is All Taken Up.”—Yea 
and beyond their power, they gave~ of 
- their own accord’ (2 Cor. 8:3). Treas- 
urer Morris W.-Ehnes, of the Beard of 
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Foreign Missions, 150 Fifth Avenue, New 
York, received the following note from 
a missionary serving in one of the out- 
posts of Burma. “My wife and I wish 
to do something to help in that appeal 
for funds to restore the value of their 
personal -losses to our fellow mission- 
aries in China, Would it be possible on 
the authority of this letter to have the 


accounting department deduct two dol- | 


lars a month from our support? It seems 
like an insignificant drop against such a 


need ; but our tithe is all taken up in vari- | 


ous enterprises here; and we want to do | 


something. 
sée others in need without doing what we 
can. I will appreciate it a lot if you will 
please arrange that for us.”—/‘rom 
World Service News. Sent by W. J. 
Hart, D.D., Utica, N. Y. -- 


It is such a mean feeling to | 
| to the Lord (2 Cor. 8:5). 


| 


How the Koreans Give.—For accord- : 


ing to their power,.... Yea and beyond 
their power, they gave of their own ac- 
cord (2 Cor. 8: 3). 
who was known as “a tightwad” by all 
the people because of his opposition to 
his pastor’s appeals for benevolences had 


A wealthy gentleman | 


a journey into Korea and saw the state , 


and condition of the native heathen. 
day he saw a boy hitched to a plow 
pulling it with much exertion, and an old 


man at the handles directing and holding | giving themselves alone, or their money 
This gentleman said to the mission- | only, but cannot.—From Heart and Life 
ary, “I presume that they are very poor.” | Bulletin. 


it. 


One | 


The missionary replied, “Yes, they are. 


very poor, but are earnest Christians. 
When we built a church, they were so 
anxious to help that they gave their only 
ox, and now they do their own plowing. 
‘They were delighted that they had an ox 
to give.” When this gentleman reached 
home he told his pastor that he wanted 
to double his last. subscription and then 
asked the pastor if. he did not have some 
plowing for him to do. If the home 
church people could see the self-denying 
spirit of the converted heathen it would 
be a profitable thing for the home Chris- 


tianity—From The Sunday School Times. 


Sent 
Ohio. 


What One Gift Did.—Fellowship in 
the ministering to the saints (2 Cor. 8: 4). 
A Scetch woman, Mrs. MacRobert, who 
had saved up a hundred and fifty dollars, 
gave this amount to the missionary, say- 


by Emily McFarland, Newark, 


ing, “When you go to Africa, I want you | 
to spare yourself exposure and needless 


toil by hiring a competent body servan 
who will go with you wherever you go 
and share your sacrifices. and exposures.” 
With this money Sebalwe was hired. A 
lion threw Livingstone down, crushing 


| complete in you this grace also (2 Cor. 
| 8:6). 





| ered with a little silver, and no sooner is 





said one thing that every church member 


the bones of his- left arm, and was in 
the act of killing him when Sebalwe 
called the attention of the lion to him- 
self. The lion made a spring for Sebalwe, 
but the guns of Livingstone’s companions 
laid him low. Thus, through a gift, a 
Scotch woman saved the life of the prince 
of missionaries. How little we know 
what may be the results to the whole 
church and the world when we do the 
little we can—From The King’s Busi- 
ness. Sent by Howard M. Green, Hornell, 
Wey < 


It Doesn’t Take Much of a Man, 
But —.—First they. gave their own. selves 
Thomas H. 
Huxley was a severe criiic and a chronic 
reglecter of religion in his day, but ‘he 


in America ought to remember. “It 
doesn’t take much of a man to be a 
Christian, but it takes all there is of him.” 
—lI‘rom Homiletic Review. Sent by Mrs. 
M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 

Self and Money Both.—Thcy gave 
their own selves to the Lord (2 Cor. 8: 
5). Reader, watch a weighing machine. 
You may step on the platform, but it 
moves net. Step on again and put in 
the money, and‘you are instantly weighed. 
So, many try to satisfy God’s claim by 


Sent by Ruth B. McDowell, 
Mooers, Y. 


What Do You See?—So he would also 


One day a certain old, rich man 
of a miserly disposition visited a rabbi, 
who took the rich man by the hand and 
led him to a window, and told him to Iook 
out and tell him what he saw. “I see 
men, women, and liitle children,” replied 
the rich man. Again the rabbi took him 
by the hand, and this time led him to a 
mirror. “What do you see now?” “Now 
I see myself,” the rich man replied. Then 
the rabbi said, “Behold, in the window 
there is glass, and in the mirror there is 
glass. But the glass of the. mirror is cov- 


silver added than: you. cease to see others, 
but can see only yourself!”—From the 
Moody Monthly. Sent by Albert Mygatt, 
Spencer, S. D. 


Raising — What?—Let each man ‘do: 
according as he hath purposed in his heart 
(2 Cor. 9:7). “Giving ts not just a way 
of raising money. It “is God’s way :of 
raising -men.”—Sent by -Emma C. Fisk, 
Boonville, N. Y. 

The Little Girl’s -Method—Is It 
Ours?—It is required in stewards, that a 
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man be found faithful (Golden Text). 
A little girl had five cents, and she spent 
it for some ice cream. Some one said to 
her, “I thought you were going to give 
it_to missions.” “I did think about it,” 
she replied, “then I thought 1 would buy 
the cream, and let the ice cream man 
give it.”—Sent by Emma C. Fisk, Boon- 
ville, N. Y. 

Fritz Kreisler’s Stewardship.—/t is re- 
quired in stewards, that a man be found 
faithful (Golden Text). was born 
with music in my system. I knew musical 
scores instinctively before I knew my 
ABC’s. It was a gifc of Providence. I 
did not acquire it. So I do not even de- 
serve thanks for music. Music is too 
sacred to be sold. And the outrageous 
prices the musical celebrities charge to- 
day truly are a crime against society. I 
never look upon the money I earn as my 
own. It is public money. It is only a 
fund entrusted to my care for proper dis- 
bursement. I am constantly endeavoring 
to reduce my needs to the minimum. I 
feel. morally guilty in ordering a costly 
meal, for it deprives some one else of a 
slice of bread — some child, perhaps, of a 
bottle of milk. My beloved wiie feels 
exactly the same way about these things 
as I do. You know what I eat; you know 
what I wear. In all these years of my 
so-called success in music, we have not 
built a home for ourselves. Between it 
and us stand all the homeless in the 
world!”—From Frits Kreisler. Sent by 
Emma S. Keller, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Her Generous Act.—/t is required in 
stewards, that a man be found faithful 
(Golden Text). The curate of a very 
poor parish was showing a rich lady 
around, hoping to touch her heart and 
secure a substantial check for his people. 
“We are now going through the poorest 
part of the place,” remarked the clergy- 
man, as the visitor's magnificent car 
turned slowly. into a side street. “These 
people have little to brighten their lives.” 
“Oh, poor things!” sighed the wealthy 
woman sympathetically. Then, turning to 
her chauffeur, she said impulsively, 
“James, drive slower and switch on the 
headlights.”—From the Utica Press. Sent 
by W.J. Hart, DD., Utica, N. Y. 


Does the United States Give Too 
Much?—Stewards (Golden Text). With 
less- than seven percent of the world’s 
population, the United States. has more 
than one-half of the world’s gold, fifty- 
six percent of the world’s mileage in 
telephone and telegraph wires, eighty- 
four percent of the world’s automobiles, 
and fifty percent or more of many of the 
earth’s natural resources.—From the 
Christian Herald. Sent by W. J. Hart, 
D.D., Utica, N. Y. 

Do We Dare Again?—/t is required 
in Stewards, that a man be found faithful 
(Golden Text). A certain rich man was 
giving his testimony, recalling the day 
when his total wealth was a - shilling. 
“That night,” he said, “I wandered into 
a mission, and when the collection was 
taken, I dropped it all in.” Rather pom- 
pously he continued, “From that day I 
have prospered, for I gave everything I 
had to the Lord.” An old saint sitting 
on the front seat, who had been listening 
L very intently to the man, ejaculated: “Ye 
dare na do it again! Ye dare na do it 
again.”"—From “The Message of Stew- 
ardship,” by Ralph S. Cushman. Sent 
by Violet Marsh, Anderson, Ind. 


we 
From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee that thou hast placed us in 





charge as stewards of that which thor wouldst 
have us use. We pray that we may under- 
stand the real meaning of this responsibility 
committed to our keeping. Grant that 

may not suppose that we are the owners of 
these gifts, but may we clearly come to un- 
derstand that they are ours to use for thee. 
May we learn the joy of giving out that 
which thou hast given to us. We thank thee 
that thy Word encourages liberality, and 
that we need rather to learn how to give 
forth what we have received, than to learn 
thow to keep back from too great generosity. 
May we realize that what thou hast bestowed 











‘upon us for the time being is to be used to 
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thine honor and to thy glo.y. We ask this in 
the name of him who gave himself for us, 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen, 

After the Lesson.— Will some one tell 
me what a steward is? Well, of course 
there are different answers; but the 
thought of steward mentioned in the 
Word of God is a person who is put in 
charge of property beloriging to some one 
else. Every one of us who is a follower 
of the Lord Jesus Christ has been put in 
charge of something, and sometimes of 
many things, to be used not for ourselves, 
but for him. What we have is not ours 
to keep, but ours to use for the Lord, and 
God expects us to act in accordance with 
that fact. The danger is that, following 
the example of so many, we are likely 
to spend altogether too much upon our- 
selyes, and not nearly enough on: those 
who need what has been put in our care. 
It is so easy for a church to spend a great 
deal more on self-support than on for- 
eign missions. Yet there are some 
churches that do not feel that they are 
right at all until they are giving at least 
as much to foreign missions as they are 
spending upon the church work of their 
congregation. But the apostle Paul, in 
his second letter to the Corinthian 
churches, gives the real secret that we 
ought to learn. Will some one read 2 


Corinthians 8:5? Thank you! Do you 
see the secret there? “First they gave 
their own selves to the Lord.” Oh, if 


we would only do that, how many ques- 
tions it would answer! How gladly we 
would give of what the Lord has allowed 
us to manage for a little while. What 
joy there would be in giving to missions 
at home and abroad, or to other worthy 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 





STEWARDSHIP AND [Y1SSIONS 
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causes. Have you given yoyr self to the 
Lord? Well, if you haven’t, no wonder 
you don’t want to give very much of the 
goods you possess! Let’s ask the Lord 
to open our eyes to see what we ought to 
do as stewards, as caretakers of his prop- 
erty, and then may we go forward to 
live differently, if we have been living 
selfishly without understanding the mean- 
ing of stewardship for him. Let us pray. 


Bor URS TO te FOR 3H’ 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“L, ord, Speak to Me, That I May Speak.” 

“QO Love That Wilt Not Let Me Go.” 

“V ictory in My Soul.” 

“E verywhere I Go.” 

“G ive Me Jesus.” 

“] Gave My Life for Thee.” 

“F ull Surrender.” 

“T ake My Life, and Let It Be.” 

“S weet Gifts of Love.” 

(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bib'e Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 

“His Altar Fires” (43: 1-3). Psalm 22 : 22-31. 
“The King of Glory” (51: 1-3). Psalm 24: 1-6. 
“Bring an Offering” (191 : 1-3). Psalm 96 : 1-10, 
“Tell of His Glory’ (305 : 1-3). 
Psalm 148 : 1-14. 
“Lord, Bless and Pity Us” (142: 1-3). 
Psalm 67 : t-7. 
ee w 


Say. . Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: A tombstone. 

Discussion: Consider what would be a 
good plan to get into a fellow’s daily 
schedule a recognition of, and some care- 
ful thought about God’s claim upon him 
for the day and for life. 

Objective: A good steward, 


— fellows, I heard of a tombstone 
that bore this epitaph: 


Born a human being 


Died a wholesale grocer. 


Now there’s no discredit in either of those 
statements. A fellow can’t help being 
born (it’s a privilege!), and it’s no dis- 
grace to be a wholesale grocer. I know 
a wholesale grocer who is a credit to his 
trade, a genuine asset to his town, and 
a positive force in the kingdom of God. 
The trouble about that epitaph is what is 
so obvious between the lines. He lived 
a selfish life. The reason for that blank 
white space is that when they came to 
write his life in a sentence on the tomb- 
stone there was nothing to be recorded 
for humanity; nobody to rise up and say, 
“Life was easier or happier for me be- 
cause that man lived.’ He spent his 
life building himself up —then died. All 
that remains of him now is the tomb- 
stone, and that will crumble away. 
Let’s give this man credit for many 
fine qualities. Let’s imagine him in his 
boyhood as frank and honest and studious, 
a good sport and well liked by all the 
fellows who knew him. That’s a good 
start. Let’s think of him, at the end of 
his school term, as going into business. 
Takes some lowly position in a whole- 
sale grocery firm; willing to work hard; 
wants to learn the business; has an ambi- 
tion to rise; has a secret hope that he 
may one day be a partner in the firm. 
All that is fine — and it works. Iudustry 
and faithfulness and purpose will carry 
any fellow to the top. The. great world 
of business is reserving its big berths 
for just such. And so this splendid fel- 
low, by frugality and thrift, by patience 
and industry, at last got on the crest of 
the wave. He got rich, he got power, 
he had a fine home on the avenue, and 
rode in a big car—and from that mag- 
nificent position he slipped under the 
tombstone with the epitaph on it. 


Now, fellows, if you are willing to 
agree with me that there was a tragic 
failure in that man’s life, let’s look a 
moment for the cause of it. It was not 
anything mean or bad that he did; it 
was the omission of something. That 
omission began early. It was leaving 
God out of his program. As a boy, hon- 
est at heart, and Tae as a highly re- 
spected business man he would have 
scorned to fail in meeting an obligation 
to his fellows; but somehow, he ne- 
glected God’s claims upon him. One of 
his high-toned maxims in business was to 
give all correspondence the consideration 
due it, and a courteous reply to every 
letter. Yet God's eontuta letter to 
him, with its fresh message for every 
day, was cast aside and the Bible of his 
boyhood remained unopened. The omis- 
sion started in those early days when 
various engagements and other interests 
crowded out the daily reading of God’s 
Word. When he professed his faith in 
Christ and joined the church, he began 
taking. a little time each day to read his 
Bible and talk with God in prayer; but 
he got so busy that he left it off, except 
occasionally, and then altogether. He 
had stifled his conscierice with the thought 
that sometime later, when he could better 
organize his schedule, he would give the 
spiritual side of him its proper place. 
But the time never came. He got more 
and more involved in other things. You 
.see, he was an industrious fellow — very 
thrifty to make his time count, very pro- 
gressive. Here is where he made his 
fatal mistake about God’s Word. There 
never will be a better time “later” to put 
it in the-schedule. The best time is now, 
even if some very important things have 
to be set aside for it. This is the most 
important item, by far, and should have 
first place. “Seek ye first the kingdom 
of God, and his righteousness,” said 
Jesus, “and all these things shall be added 
unto you.” This young fellow had the 
mistaken idea that one day he would 
“add”. the kingdom of God. That was 
not Jesus’ idea; all these [other] things” 
~ what are to be “added.” But God 

rst. 

So it was that early in his career this 
young man formed the habit of setting 
God’s claims aside for later consideration, 
and gradually, from second place, God 
dropped to third and then to fourth and 
then out altogether. It is usually so. 
The very finest things’ of life can be 
pushed farther and farther away, by ever 
increasing details of perfectly legitimate 
business. Sunday-school was dropped; 
hard work during the week made late 
sleeping on Sunday morning seem quite 
necessary for tired body and shattered 
nerves. Then church services were drop- 
ped, and Sunday was given over entirely 
to physical rest and recreation. . Business 
was good, amazingly good, and everything 
that fellow had was going into it. And 
the investment of time and thought and 
labor brought success—in dollars, in 
business prowess, in a luxurious home, 
and many creature comforts. 

Then the tombstone. And the epitaph. 

And do you ask, fellows, what all 
this has-to do with today’s lesson on 
Stewardship and Missions? Well, a 
plenty. More than I have space here to 
tell you. Suppose you work it out for 
yourself, with just this suggestion. God 
has a wonderful program for saving the 
world. He has worked it all out. Christ 
has fulfilled his part as the atoning Sav- 
iour, and is counting on you to get the 
word around. He has given you all the 
capacities for serving him in this. At the 
same time those capacities may be used 
for promoting your own efficiency — 
through making money, or other profi- 
table exercise of your talents, —all that 
you may be more and more serviceable. 
And he has~so arranged it that you will 
be happiest in that sort of program. 
challenge any fellow to give God his best 
—to place him first in the program — 
and I’ll submit to any reasonable forfeit 
if that fellow does not admit sooner or 
later that it was the wisest thing he ever 
did. He may indeed be a_ wholesale 





grocer, and he may die a wholesale gro- 
cer; but that blank space will be filled 
up with the mark of Christian service 
he left upon the world, and the great 
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wonder that God could use him to do a 
thing for Jesus Christ that is held in 
everlasting remembrance by his Lord and 
by the world, too! 


GrEENSBoRO, N. C, 
. 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. You cannot be more or less than a 
steward. 


2. What kind will you be? 








A MAN of great wealth died suddenly 
one night. The next morning two of 
his neighbors, also wealthy, met on the 
car going to town. Said A to B, “Well, C 
went very suddenly, leaving a great prop- 
erty, I believe.” “Yes,” said B, “so I un- 
derstand. Just about how much did he 
leave—do you know?” “All that he 
had,” quietly replied A, who was an ear- 
nest Christian. 

Perhaps this little incident will impress 
your girls with -the solemn truth that 
none of us can be more or less than tem- 
porary stewards of all that we may now 
possess, for none of us actually owns 
anything — our all is held in trust from 
God and for God. And the day comes 
when we leave it all to render an ac- 
count to him of our use of what he has 
trusted us with. There is no argument 
about this; the universal facts since the 
creation of man testify to it. Only he 
who created all things really owns the 
sum total of the wealth of this world, 
in whatever form we may be allowed pos- 
session of it for our brief lifetime. The 
plainest possible statements of Scripture 
confirm this, over and over (see lesson 
references): 


2. Since we must be stewards by very 
virtue of our being in this world, there is 
no escape from that condition, but there 
is one thing we can and also must de- 
termine — what kind of stewards we will 
be. There are four possible answers to 
the question, one of which every human 
being must make, even those who are 
not Christians. (1) You may refuse to 
recognize your stewardship all your life 
long, living as if you were the sole 
owner of your possessions. Many —~ 
most — give this answer to the question. 
But refusing to recognize a fact does not 
remove the fact. Those who definitely 
deny their stewardship toward God are 
still stewards, who in the end must ren- 
der this answer to their Maker: “I did 
not believe I was accountable to you, so 
I lived as sole master of my own life 
and possessions.” (2) You may recog- 
nize the truth of stewardship but postpone 
the day of ordering your life by its prin- 
ciples, expecting some day to begin to 
get ready for the accounting that must 
be made. This means wasted years, of 
no profit either to the Owner or to the 
possessor. (3) You may be a careless 
and indifferent steward, haphazardly 
meeting your obligations, and thus fail 
to find the joy of the faithful steward. 
Many Christians give this answer in life, 
if not in words, to the question. (4) How 
different would be the history of the 
church and of the world if all Christians 
should give this answer: “I will be that 
faithful steward who orders his whole 
life as a steward of the good grace of 
God, who has given me richly all things 
to enjoy and use for him, ready at any 
time to render an account to him that 
shall elicit his ‘Well done, thou good and 
faithful servant: ... enter thou into the 
joy of thy lord.’” 

Teachers, help your girls to see early 
the intimate connection between those 
two words from our Lord’s own lips: 
faithfulness and joy. For the ‘universal 
testimony of faithful stewards is that 
that promised joy begins here and now, 
and theirs may be long, sweet years of 
it who begin in youth to recognize their 


stewardship. 
Home Study 


Write down 1 ur own possessions un: 
der these four heads: (1) “My” property 





(clothes, books, piano, money, and the 


























Lesson. for March 24 


like) ; (2) “My” personal talents or gifts 
(voice, physical health, good looks, -abil- 
ity to paint, write, cook, sew, love of 
little children, friendly ways, popularity ) ; 
(3) “My” opportunities (the situations 
in which I find myself — school, church, 
home, friendy); (4) “My” obligations 
(the personal relations | may use for 
self, or for — president of my class 
or club, daughterhood, sisterhood, future 

career or work, and the like). © Ask God 
' to show you how to be a good steward 
of all these possessions, entrusted to 
you by him. 

Decatur, Ga. 

He 


a ~ 
For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


EAD Matthew 28: 18-20; Acts 1: 6- 
8; 2 Corinthians 8: 1-9. 

The children will like you to tell them 
the meaning of stewardship. Explain 
simply that it means one person handling 
the property of another.. “The earth is 
the Lord’s, and the fulness thereof; the 
world, and they that dwell therein.” This 
shows us that the world and all the peo- 
ple belong to God, because he created 
them. Then when we were lost in sin, 
he redeemed us by the death of his dear 
Son. It is he’ who has given us all the 
power that we have to do things and to 
get things. So it is easy to see that we 
are only stewards, holding God’s gift to 
use for him. 

The class may have an idea of mis- 
sions and still not know the real meaning 
of God’s great plan of letting us help 
to give the Good News to the world. 
When the Lord Jesus had finished his 
work on earth and was ready to go back 
to his Father in’ Heaven, his disciples 
asked him if the time had come for the 
kingdom to be given back to his people, 
the Jews. He said that no one but his 
Father in Heaven knew when the king- 
dom would come. But he told them to 
wait in Jerusalem until the Holy Spirit 
should come into their hearts. 

When the Holy Spirit came into the 
hearts of the disciples, they were full of 
love for the Lord, for each other, and 
for all the world. This love made them 
very unselfish, and they divided what 
they had with one another. Whenever 
they knew of Christians in other place 
being in need they would send gifts t 
those people. 

In our lesson for this week we have 
@ part of a letter Paul wrote to the peo- 
ple at Corinth, trying to help them see 
the sweetness of unselfish giving, He 
told them how generously the people in 
Macedonia had given. a they gave 
generously because they had first given 
themselves to God to whom they right- 
fully belonged. 

“Paul called the Corinthians’ attention 
to another beautiful example of giving. 
Repeat 2 Corinthians 8:9 with your 
class: ““For ye know the grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was 
rich, yet for your sakes he became r, 

' that ye through his poverty might be 
rich.” How rich the Lord Jesus was in 

* Heaven is more than we can tell, yet he 
came to earth and was so poor that he 
did not have a place to lay his head. He 
did this because he loved people so much 
that he wanted to save them and share 
the riches of his heavenly home with 
them. And it is only his love in our 
hearts that will make us unselfish, so that 
we will love to give of what God has 
given us to help carry the Gospel to all 
the world, that needy, sinning people 
everywhere may come to share the wealth 
of the world’s Saviour. 

Tell the children that they, too, may 
have the honor of being God’s stewards. 
First they must do as the people of Mace- 
donia did—they must give themselves 
to God. God will receive the very tiniest 
child who comes to him. Then they must 
ask God to show them what their gifts 
are, and how they can use them for him. 
There are many ways in which he can 
use fresh young lives, if they are truly 
given to him. He will show them, too, 
how they can use the money he gives 
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near home, and by sending some to his 

workers in the foreign fields. 

Sing “Take My Life and Let it Be.” 

Curnton, S. C, 
' 


Last Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the lesson of March 17) 


1. The Pharisees had added such a burden 
to God’s commandment concerning the Sab- 
bath ‘that Christ must needs clear away 
their traditions-and restore the day to its 
place of blessing in men’s lives. 


2. In Genesis 2: 2, 3, where it was cre- 
ated a “blessed” day by God who first ob- 
served it. 


3. “The fourth commandment forbids the 
omission, or careless performance, of the 
duties required, and the profaning the day 
by‘ idleness, or doing that which is in itself 
sinful, or by unnecessary thoughts, words, 
or works, about our worldly employments 
or recreations” (Shorter Catechism). 


4. (1) Thou ‘shalt delight thyself in the 
Lord; (2) ride upon the high places of the 
earth; (3) feed upon the heritage of Jacob 
(Isa. 58: 13, 14). = 

5. For their manner of observing it. 

6. Because the disciples had broken the 
traditions which men had set up. 


7. He kept it as a Sabbath Day — not as 
other days; he went to “church” (syna- 
gogue) regularly, “as was his custom,” on 
that day; he “taught” in the synagogues 
using the Holy Scriptures as his textbook ; 
he went into the homes of his friends as a 
member of their family circles, eating, and 
talking with them of the things of his king- 
dom; he did deeds of mercy and kindness 
on that day; he did what was necessary 
for the comfort of himself and his disciples 
on that day; he sought rest on that day, 
but often gave it away in service, as oppor- 
tunity arose. 


8. Repeatedly it is stated that théy so 
observed the “first day of the week.” 

9g. The Lord’s Day. 

10. The resurrection of the Lord. 

11. The Shorter Catechism, based upon 
Scripture, gives this answer: “The Sabbath 
is to be sanctified by a holy resting all that 
day, even from such worldly employments 
and recreations as are Jawful on other days; 
and spending the whole time in the public 
and private exercises of God’s worship, ex- 
cept so much as is to be taken up in the 
works of necessity and mercy.” 

12. John speaks of his being “in the Spirit 
on the Lord’s day” (Rev. 1: 10). 








The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





March 31. The Words of Jesus about Life 
Unending. John 14: 1-3. (Easter.) 

April 7. Using the Bible as a Daily Guide. 
Psa. 19:7-11; Rom. 15°: 4-7; Heb. 4: 12. 
(Consecration meeting.) 


cooks and said, “Well, we have crowned 
the king.” 

We may smile at the little fellow’s ef- 
frontery, yet do we not need to ask our- 
selves the question concerning our lesson 
topic, “Can I make Jesus King?’ Let 
us see. The incident related in our Scrip- 
ture lesson tells what the Jews did on 
that first Palm Sunday when the Lord 
Jesus rode into Jerusalem on the ass. But 
did the spreading of garments and the 
strewing of branches in the way and the 
shouting “Hosanna to the son of David” 
make Christ king? If we will look at 
verse 5 we shall see the Lord Jesus him- 
self said, “Behold, thy king cometh.” He 
was the king before he ever started for 
Jerusalem. What the people did did not 
alter this great fact in the slightest de- 
gree. 

ve 


If we will turn to Matthew 27, verses 
27 to 31, we shall see what another group 
of men did, seeking to make Jesus king, 
in mockery. But the shame and ignominy 
they heaped upon him made him not one 
whit less the king oi the Jews than he 
was before. 


In John 19: 14, 15 we read that Pilate 
brought the Lord Jesus before the Jews 
and said to them, “Behold your king!” 
Their denial that they had no king but 
Cesar did not for a moment change the 
fact of the kingship of the Lord Jesus. 
Again in the nineteenth verse of this 
same chapter of John we find that Pilate 
wrote an inscription that was placed 
above the head of the Lord Jesus at the 
cross, proclaiming him to be “King of 
the Jews.” But this official proclamation 
added nothing to the kingship of Christ. 
ge 

And so today, what we decide to do 
with Christ in so far as our own lives are 
concerned neither makes nor unmakes him 
king. God himself has done this for the 
Lord Jesus, and God is the only one who 
could ever make Christ king. We read 
in Philippians 2, immediately after those 
verses that speak of the humiliation of 
the Lord Jesus, “Wherefore “God also 
hath highly exalted him, and given him 
a name which is above-every name: that 
at the name of Jesus every knee should 
bow, of things in heaven, and things in 
éarth, and things under the earth; and 
that every tongue should confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God 
the Father” (Phil. 2: 9-11). 

oe 

Since, then, it is utterly impossible for 
us to make Christ king whom God has 
already crowned, what is our part? It 
is simply that of acknowledging him 
king, and lord of our lives (Rom. 12: 
I, 2). If we acknowledge him as lord, 
in what position does that place us? Cer- 
tainly we must take the place of servants, 





April 14. Bible Messages Needed Today. 
Matt. 16 : 24; John 3 : 16; Isa. 55 : 1-3, 6, 7- 





Sunday, March 24 
Making Jesus King 
(Matt. 21 : 1-17) 





Mon.—A false idea (John 6: 14, 15), 
Tues.—The true idea (John 1 : 49). - 
Wed.—Deciding for Christ (Acts 2 : 41, 4a). 
Thurs.—King of our lives (Acts 9:6). 
Fri.—Obeying the King (Acts, 26: 19). 
Sat.—Serving the King (Rom. 12:11). 











What does Kingship stand for? 
How show our loyalty to Christ? 
What does decision for Christ mean? 


[4 WAS coronation day, and the city 
had been decorated lavishly in honor 
of the occasion. The palace was thronged 
with nobles and statesmen, and without 
the people stood hoping to catch a glimpse 
of the new king. After the coronation 
ceremonies were over and the king was 
seated on his throne, the nobles of the 
realm came one by one to offer their fealty 
or allegiance to the king. Then came the 
officers of his army, and finally came the 
servants in his household, all with expres- 
sions of allegiance. As the servants re- 
turned to their quarters one little scullery 
boy, thrilled with the wonderful sights 
he had seen and self-important in his 





them, by dividing with some needy ones 





and once we take that place we acknowl- 
edge that our master has the right to tell 
us what to do and how to do it. 

There is a lot of sentimental and shal- 
low talk today about loyalty to Christ 
and allegiance to him. But according to 
God’s Word loyalty to Christ means but 
one thing, absolute obedience to him and 
an earnest, day-by-day seeking to do his 
will. If loyalty means anything it means 
that we shall read his Word faithfully 
every day that we may be instructed in 
his will for us. It means that we shall 
give time each day for prayer, not only 
that we may speak to him but that he 
may speak to us and show us his will. 

It is one thing to say that we have 
come to a decision to follow Christ, and 
another thing actually to follow him. For 
that real following, the Lord Jesus him- 
self has told us that we must take up our 
cross, death to self, self-motives, self- 
plans, and live only for him. Is that 
the kind of lovalty we are giving to 
Christ? If it is, we may be assured of 
his strength and ‘his very life as he lives 
it out in us. we 


Have I accepted Christ as my personal 
Saviour? 


Have I given my whole life to him for 
his plans and purposes? 

Have I left my life in his keeping looking 
to him to guide it and direct it? 
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‘ Children at Home 





The Calf Who Wouldn’t 
Stay Home 


By Lucretia Vaile 


‘HERE was once a little calf who did 
not like to stay home. He was al- 
ways seeing things that needed to be 
looked at a little more closely. And if 
he ran very fast he could often do it 
and get back before his mother had called 
him three times. 

“Willie Calf, Willie Calf, Willie Calf, 
come back,” she would moo each time. 
His mother grew cross and came after 
him if she called him three times. And 
when she had him she would drive him 
ahead of her, butting him right along till 
he was with the other cattle again. 

‘He had taken a good close look at the 
prairie dog town, where the little dogs 


ye # sat on the edges of their holes and barked. 


He had examined the marsh, where at 
least one foot was likely to sink down 
too far for comfort. He’d even stared 
up into the cottonwood tree where the 
magpies nested. And there were half a 
dozen other things he’d studied more 
closely than his mother thought neces- 
sary at his age. But almost always he'd 
come back before she’d called three times, 
“Willie Calf, Willie Calf, Willie Calf, 
come back.” The second time, when she 
called a good deal louder than the first, 
was usually enough. 

But one day, when he’d almost used up 
his time watching a gopher dig out his 
burrow, he saw another thing at the 
same place. 

His mother had already called once. 

But this new thing was a gray animal, 
something like a dog, rising up among the 
bushes just beyond the gopher’s hole. It 
walked away from Willie Calf, but it 
kept looking back over its shoulder at 
him, as much as to say, “Come on. Got 
something to show you.” 

“Willie Calf, Willie Calf, Willie Calf, 
come back,” said his mother the second, 
and louder, time. 

But the gray animal looked very in- 
viting. Willie followed. Away through 
the low bushes they went, the gray ani- 
mal leading slowly along, and Willie 
growing more and more uneasy on ac- 
count of knowing his mother would be 
cross after one more calling. It seemed 
a long way to that thing the gray animal 
was going to show Willie. 

“Willie Calf!” called his mother. 

And the little calf stopped, with his 
nostrils twitching at one end of him and 
his tail twitching at the other. He wanted 
to go on. And he knew he’d better go 
back. The gray animal stopped, too, 
waiting for him to catch up. Willie took 
another step forward. 

“Willie Calf! !” 

There would be only one more chance. 
Willie trembled all over because he did 
want to see what that friendly gray ani- 
mal had to show: him. 

“Willie Calf, come back! ! !” bellowed 
his mother. 

And she started down the field like a 
shot, to get him. Willie turned just as 
fast to meet her. 

Then the gray animal showed the only 
thing he had to show—-his teeth. He 
jumped for Willie Calf. If the calf 
hadn’t started to meet his mother just 
half a second sooner, he’d have died right 
then. As it was the gray thing got the 
end of his tail. 

When Willie felt the teeth snap on his 
tail he gave a bellow and another jump 
for his mother. 

She was right there now. And since 
she was very, very cross, the gray coyote 


him. He started running, too. 
Willie’s mother chased him clear over the 
next hill. : 

But for the rest of his life Willie had 
to get along without that piece of tail 
that he’d lost by not listening quickly 
enough to his mother. 








brand-new clothing, turned to one of the 
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decided a tip of calf-tail was enough for , 
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AT LAST The SIX-IN-ONE 


re) COLOR PENCIL 

A REAL SENSATION 
Operating through the one barrel, this 
unique pencil writes in the 6 colors, RED 
GREEN, BLUE, BLACK,YELLOW, and 
PURPLE. Colors instantly interchange- 
able—a mechanical marvel. A sturdily-built, 
ractical necessity for Students, Office 
Workers Checkers, ‘leachers, Artists, 
Clerks, Architects, Clergymen,and all busi- 
ness and professional people. 


ONLY ONE OF ITS KIND 


It is furnished with an ample supply of 
extra leads. Fully guaranteed to please 
you or money refunded. 

SENT PREPAID FOR $1 
AGEN TS—Full or part time workers—men, 
women, boys, girls. Sells on sight, any- 
where, everywhere. Wonderful year-round 
seller. Send $1 for sample pencil and ask 
special agent’s price. 

TERRIDE SPECIALTY CO. 
Suite 1607-45 104 Sth Ave., N. Y. 


“ e° + ° ° “of 99 
Spiritual Experiences in Business Life 
By W. V. Marsueurn, M.D. 
Handsomely bound in imitation leather ; 27 short 
chapters. Contains remarkable answers to ode yer; 
marvelous spiritual experiences ; different methods of 
healing; God’s plan for young people starting life's 
career, and how to getit; the Christian's greatest 
need, and how to meet it. 
Preface by Rev.'l'ilman Hobson. Price, $1.00, postpaid. 


Address Nicholson Printing Company, Richmond, lod. 


A Whole Year for $1.00! 














tHe ILLUSTRATOR 


makes Sunday-school teaching gratifying! 


* Analysis fine, comments excellent, illustrations 


tothe point.” J. W wall. Sample copy free. 


THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York 


Still plenty of time EASTER if you select my 


to prepare for , Service requiring 
‘no memory work or rehearsals.” Costs only $3.00 
per 100. Samples on request. 














G. C. TULLAR, Room 620M, i54,.Nasseu.St): 
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An investment for 
life—and for 
eternity 


“There is no better investment than to help 
the work of God along, both for this world 
and our home hereafter,” says S. K. de S., 
Wisconsin, in reference to The Moody 
Bible Institute Annuity Plan. 


M.B.I1. Annuities 


pay an income for life . . . rates as high as 
12%, dependent on your age, and give assur- 
ance that your money will be devoted to 
the education of men and women to go out 
to preach His Word. Write today for M. B. 
I. Annuity Booklet. 


THE MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE OF CHICAGO 
Bureau of Annuities, Dept. SS32 
153 Institute Place, Chicago, Ill, 


Annuity investments are held in reserve until 


all obligations to the annuitant have been met 
‘SSSSSSESRSRESSERESRSSEEEEASESEESASseeeaa 


, THE MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE, 


Bureau of Annuities, Dept. §S32 
153 Institute Place, 
hicago Avenue Station, Chicago, Illinois. 


' Gentlemen: 


Without obligation on my part please tell me 
how I may 


Secure adequate and safe Income during my 
life (and) 


O Also provide for a survivor (or) 
C Insure a Life Income for dependent loved ones 


Name. 





Address 





City. State. 





Date of Birth 





Survivor’s Birth Date 
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For Family Worship s 


By Howard A. Banks, Li#.D. 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


Six Ways of Giving 
1. The careless way —'to give something 
to every cause without inquiring into its 
merits. 

2. The impulsive way —to give from im- 
pulse, as much and as often as love and 
pity and sensibility prompt. 

3. The lazy way—to earn money for 
benevolent objects by fairs, bazaars, and the 
like. 

4. The systematic way —co lay aside as 
an offering to God a definite portion of our 
gains, not less than one-tenth, perhaps one- 
fifth, or one-third. This is adapted to all, 
whether rich or poor, and gifts would be 
largely increased were it practiced. 

5. The equal way —to give to God just 
as much as we spend upon ourselves, bal- 
ancing our personal expenditures by our 
gifts. 

6. The heroic way—to Umit our own 
expenditures to a certain sum, and give 
away all the rest of our income. This was 
John Wesley’s way.—Dr. A. T. Pierson. 


March 18-24 
Mon.—1 Corinthians 9 : 16-26. 
Stewardship of Self. 

Paul is on the general subject of Chris- 
tian liberty here, though it incidentally 
comes out that he had surrendered his 
own life in such a way as to make him- 
self servant unto all (v- 19). Another 
— for this theme is 2 Corinthians 

TS, 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for a re- 
vival that will give men a vision of giving 
themselves first, and then loosen their 
purse-strings for God’s work of saving 
souls, é 
Tues.—2 Corinthians 9 : 6-15. 

Stewardship of Substance. 

The Greek word for “steward,” as in 
Luke 16:1, 2, is oikonomos”; Anglicized, 
“economist.” We Christian stewards are 
God's economists. This “reading” should 
describe us. In “Money the Acid Test” 
David McConaughy says a steward will 
never spend what he has not, nor buy 
what he does not need; to him the best 
is the cheapest; he will never go after 
something for nothing. He will grow to 
Dr. Pierson’s ideal (Introduction above). 

Prayer Succestions: Pray that God 
will raise up men whom he may entrust 
both with great wealth and true giving 
vision, to give to world missions as 
Rockefeller does to science and as Car- 
negie did to libraries. 

Wed.—Luke 10 : 25-37. Stewardship of Service. 

When Henry Varley said to a young 
shoe-drummer, “The world has yet to 
see what God can do with one. man 
wholly dedicated to him,” D. L. Moody 
replied, “By the grace of God, I will be 
that man.” Hudson Taylor’s vision was 
to be “God’s man, in God’s place, doing 
God’s work, in God's way.” 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for faith- 
ful stewards in pulpit, préss, Sunday- 
school, child-raising, classroom, and also 
in all secular avocations. 

Thurs.—1 Timothy 6 : 11-19. 
The Right Use of Wealth. 

The .word “trust” (v. 17, A. V.) is 
“hope.” Our Lord expressed’ the same 
thought in “the deceitfulness of riches” 
(Matt. 13:22). They “choke the word,” 
and keep men from appreciating life’s 
real values. 

Prayer SuGcestions: Pray for God to 
lead rich Christian men to change their 
wills where overmuch has been be- 
queathed to heirs; and to check up gifted 
Christian money-makers if too absorbed 
in their opportunities. 

Fri.—Matthew 28 : 16-20. 
The Great Commission. 

S. D. Gordon says that the currency of 
Heaven is saved souls, and that the way 
to get a huge bank account in Heaven 
is to give to the evangelization of the 
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PRAYER Suacestions: Pray for the 
Lord’s own money-makers temporarily 
thwarted by the unseen forces of evil 
through dull real estate markets, by 
lack of vision on the part of some who 
should be co-investors, by checked devel- 
opments, and the like. 


Sat.—Acts 14 : 8-18. 

Christian Missions in Action. 
Where the Spirit is truly working — 
through stewards of service supported by 
stewards of substance—on the mission 
field, it will usually be very much like 
this: the Lord winning impotent men, and 
then Satan, infuriated, stirring up oppo- 
sition. But Christ is always the ultimate 
Victor. 


Prayer SuGcestTions: Pray that Chris- 
tian stewards may get the vision of world 
evangelization as promoted today by the 
World Dominion Press, the Pioneer Mis- 
sion Agency, and others, of pushing on 
into unreached fields and of utilizing the 
native church on the mission field in a 
greater way than ever before. 
Sun.—Psalm 96 : 1-7. 
A Universal Call to Worship. 

Heathenism produces no Modernists. 
The benighted races, whether civilized or 
savage, recognize and worship some sort 
of god. It is the tragedy of tragedies 
that, in the twentieth century, at least 
two-thirds of the globe is still pagan. 
The multiplication of missions through 
Christian stewardship brings verse 1 
nearer to fulfillment. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray that the 
One who commended the widow's mite 
will multiply the power of the little gifts. 
that, for the greater part, have always 
financed the Lord’s work. 


The Harlot Wom 


SATAN’S COUNTERFEIT 








(Lesson for March 24) MARCH 9, 1929 


ON THE* 
SCARLET 
BEAST 
By Rev. A. Sims. God's picture of the coming universal 
church, utterly abominable and corrupt — the bridé of 
Antichrist, rapidly heading up for this. great federa- 
tion which wiil mean horrible persecution and martyr- 
dom for all who in that day iubase to bow the knee to 

Baal, 25 cents. 


A companion 
volume to 
above, and shows among other things that the False 
Prophet will be the ecclesiastical head of the coming 
universal church. 25 cents. 

The Universal 


PEACE AND SAFETY Peace Movement 


under the searchlight of God’s Word. A cunning 
Satanic device to rock the world into a fatal sleep, 
and thus have it totally unprepared for the ‘‘ sudden 
destruction’ that awaits it. By Rev. R. Hickson. 
toc. P.O. order. No stamps. A. Sims;Publisher, 
5 Simpson Ave., Dept. M, Toronto, 6, Ont. 








A NEW BOOK BY DOROTHY DENNISON 


PLAYING THE GAME 


Straight Talks with Schoolgirls 
Foreword by MR. GEORGE GOODMAN 
An Ideal Present. Price, 90 cents. Post Free 
LOIZEAUX _BROTHERS 














1 East 13th Street, New York City 
Learn Another Man’s Language 8. ‘hss; prac; 


Method for Spanish, French, German, Italian RKus- 
sian, Portuguese ry apanese. Price, $1.75. Over a mil- 
lion sold. Send for free circulars. 
THE_PETER REILLY CO., Publishers, 
Dept. S$ 5S., 133 N. x3th St., Philadeiphia. 








Cuticura 


Pure and Fragrant 
; ye = | 
and Comforting 


Sold Everywhere. Soap 25c. 























AFRICA INLAND MISSION 


373 Carlton Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y. 





At work in East and Central Africa 30 yet. 
Has now 40 stations, 200 missionaries and 


500 African teachers. Literature on request. 


Pray for This Work of Faith 


MOTION 
PICTURES ‘“ 
in your. CHURCH 


FREE pamphlet telling all about motion 
pictures in the church. Details experi- 
ences, and opinions of well known 
church officials. Includes com- 
plete description of the New 
Acme Motion Picture Pro- 
jector. Send today. for 
pamphlet V3. 
International Projector 
Corporation 

ACME DIVISION 
90 Gold St., New York City 


CHURCH ORGANS 


HOOK & HASTINGS COMPANY 
BOSTON, MASS. 
announce the completion of 
ONE HUNDRED YEARS 
of uninterrupted organ building in America 


Branch Offices 
New York — Philadelphia — Asheville 
























































UNANSWERABLE BOOKS 


Will help you laugh at misfits and contradic- 

tions of evolution and modernism. Jocko-Homo 
Heavenbound, Puddle to Paradise, Toadstool 
Among the Tombs, Alibi Lullaby By-by, The 
Gee-Haw of the Modern Jehu, Rastus Agustus Ex- 
lains Evolution, Seven Thunders of Millennial Dawn. 
st mentioned is a surprising exposé of Russellism. 
African missionary writes, ‘‘ When I have time, I read 
them again and again.’”” America’s best known evan- 
gelist commends them. We estimate we. have sold 
,000 to ministers. Many evangelists sell them. Each 
k ‘20c postpaid. ‘When Snakes Began to Nurse 








world. 


After That 
Cold-Attack 


there is really nothing quite like 
the restorative atmosphere of 
Atlantic City. A winter visit 
here is a delightful experience. 
May I tell you of the pleasant 
accommodations that are avail- 
able? Mrs. C. M. Hay, 105 S. 
Montpelier Ave., Atlantic City 
New Jersey. 


Che Sunday School Gines 


President and Publisher 
Puivtie E. Howarp 


Editor and Vice-President 
CuarLEs GALLAUDET TRUMBULL 


























Subscription Rates 

The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and some 
Central and South American countries. 
These rates include postage. 

$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $7:50.. . 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. 

CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 

For Canadian subscriptions add 25 cents 
for postage to these rates; for' foreign sub- 
scriptions add S® cents for postage. 


Christian Youth 


Christian Youth is published weekly 
at the following rates, payable in advance, 
in the United States and Possessions, 
Mexico, Cuba, and some Central and 
South Americaa countries. These rates 
include postage. 

75 cents—One copy, or any number 
less than five, 75 cents each, per year. 

52 cents—Five or more copies, in a 
package to one address, 52 cents each, 
per. year. 

The Sunday School Times Company 





Their Young”’ and * Cousin’s Day at the Zoo” (each 8 
pages) free with $x order. Homo Pub. Co rs,0. 


323-327 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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